9 * | 1 : 


p 1 4 "+ . #* / / k 7 4 k o 
| E | Fade e my NAU 


A 


! 
= 
\ ; 0 „ 
: 1 
(os | 1 
1 
we ml 


NOTES 
St. PAUL's 1 EPISTLE 
THESSALONIANS. 


Imitation of Mr. L OCK E's Manner. 


—— * 


By the AuTHoR of the PAR ATRRASR and No TES 
on St. Paul's Epiſtle to Philemon. 


LONDON, 
Printed for RICHARD FORD, at the Angel in the Poultry. 


M.DCC. XX XI. 


Price Two SHALLINGES. 


a 


* 


— 


. 


Does 5 T H E 
PREFACE 


ITI Lonp Bacon (in his book concerning the 

/Y advancement of learning) © ſays, © That all 

1 © things are to be held poſſible and performable, 

ce which may be accompliſo'd * fome perſons, though not by 
« every one; and which may be done by the united labours 
* of many, though not by any one part; and which may be 
E effected in a ſucceſſon of ages, though not in the ſame 


Our age (I think) may be juſtly efteemed for. its great 
advancement in the ſtudy of the holy ſcriptures 3 and 
Mr. Locke accounted that one among many,. who has thrown 
a greater light upon St. PauL's Epiſtles. 3 

F he had lived to finiſh, the unequal tack had not been 
devolved upon others, However, 

By the reception which Pa1L.EMoN has met with, and 
the incouragement to proceed, which has come from per ſons of 


no ſmall figure in the learned world ; "ris judged eligible to 


have the work contmued. 

i the united labours of many, and the aſſiſtance of ſuc- 
ceſſive ages, tend to the advancement of knowledge, twill de- 
ſerve no cenſure to have conſulted criticks and commenta- 
tors, in order to ſee what thoughts had been omitted, or what 
alterations were neceſſary ; eſpecially as the work was drawn 
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The PREFACE: 


up without them; and in ſome particulars does flill differ 
from moſt or all of them. | 
TE auTHoOR takes this opportunity to declare, that be 
writes for no party but that of CyRIsTianiTyY in general; 
and that be knows of no intereſt. worth purſuing, compared 
with that of truth and virtue, liberty and charity. 

The right underſtanding of the holy ſcriptures, and of 
the deſgu of the wholg | ſcheme of CuRISTIX MTI, 
lead Chriſtians into love and unity, and promote the moſt pi- 
ous and benevolent temper and praclice: For (to ſay here at 
once, what is in ſeveral places interſperſed in the Notes) the 
whole deſigu of CyrIsTIANITY is levelled againſt fin, 
and to bring men to the love and practice of virtue. 
But, the greateſt proficiency in the ſtudy of the 
Scriptures, without an holy life and converſation, will 
be found to have been of no moment in that great day, 
when we mult all appear before the judgment ſeat of 
Cunisr, and receive according to the deeds done in 


the body, whether they haye been good or evil. 


| Lately Publiſhed, by the ſame. Author, - 


Paraphraſe and Notes on St. Paul's Epiſtle to Philemon. 
Attempted in Imitation of Mr. Locke's Manner. With an 
Appendix; in which is ſhewn, that St. Paul could neither be an 
Enthuſiaſt, nor an Impoſtor : And conſequently, the Chriſtian 
Religion muſt be (as he has repreſented it) Heavenly and Divine. 


PARAPHRASE 


NGO 
25 ON THE | 
1* Epiſtle of St. Paul the Apoſtle 


THESSALONIANS. 


The Hiftory of Sr. Paule planting the Goſpel 
at THESSALONICA, and of the State of 
things, when he wrote this his firſt” Epiſtle 


to them. 


as Galatia, had a deſign to have gone firſt into the Pre- , rt. 
conſular Afia, and afterwards into Bithynia; but by a di- 


0: Paul, in his ſecond apoſtolic journey having got as 1 Chriſti 
. 51. 
vine impulſe he was ordered to go elſewhere: And ar- 


riving at Troas he had a viſion in the night; one in the habit of 
a Macedonian ſeemed to approach him, and to beg of him to 
go and aſſiſt them (probably things were riper there for the 
reception of the goſpel, than __ yet were in the W 
1 n 45 


1 THESSALONIANS. 


An. Chrifli Aa, or in Bithynia.) In compliance with the viſion, the Apoſtle 
Clas. 17. went with his attendants, and planted @ chriſtian church at Phi- 
War ppt; but he and Silas were barbarouſly uſed for ſo doing, being 


whipt ſeverely, and put in cloſe cuſtody by the order of (the Du- 
umviri) the magiſtrates of that Roman Colony, Notwithſtanding 
this treatment, they were not in the leaſt diſcouraged, but went 
from Philippi, and Timothy along with them; and, paſling thro! 
Ampbi polis and Apollonia, they arrived at TRHESSALONICA the 
metropolis of Macedonia. | | | 

It ſtood upon the Thermatian bay, and was antiently called 
Thermæ; but being rebuilt and inlarged by 3. the Frm of 
Alexander the great, upon his victory over the Theſſalians, twas 
in memory of the fact called TxEssALgNica, (which ſignifies 
the victory of Thefſalia:) Tis now called Salonichi, and is in the 
poſſeſſion of the Turlis. 

Tux AposrLE, upon his arrival, found that the Fews had a 
fynagogue there, into Which (according to his never failing 
cuſtom) he went, and firſt preached the chriſtian uoctrine to the 
Fews, and to the Profelytes of the Gate, that attended the ſyna- 
gogue ſervice, and that for three ſabbath days ſucceſſively ; con- 
firming what he preached from the ſcriptures of the old teſta- 
ment, laying before them the true ſcope and meaning of thoſe 
inſpired writings, .and 3 them evidently, that according 
to their antient prophecies the Męſſiab was to ſuffer (1/a. liii. 
Dan. ix. 26.) but, as he was alſo to reign for ever, he was to 
riſe again from the dead, and ſo to enter upon, and poſſeſs his 
kingdom; and that all. choſe prophecies were fulfilled in Ixsus 
of NAZARETH, and therefore he muſt be the promiſed and. 
Z IEDDSS et ir IIA -_ 
Some few of the Fews laid aſide their prejudices, yielded to 
the evidence, and imbraced the chriſtian doctrine; and fo did ma- 
ny of the Gentiles, Proſelytes of the gate, among whom were ſe- 
veral matrons, women of diſtinction, Ads xvii, 1, Cc. 

Either the idolatrous Gentiles had flock'd to the ſynagogue af- 
ter the firſt ſabbath-day, induced by the rumour of thoſe new 


teachers being come to the city (Which was the caſe at Antioch 


in Pifidia; Acts xiii. 44.) or elſe, upon the oppoſition which he 
met with at the ſynagogue; from the body of the Fews, the 
APo8TLE had left them, and taught in ſome other public place, 
as he did at Epbefus in the ſchool of Tyrannus, Acts xix. g. 
and perhaps at Corinth in the houſe of Fuftus; Acts xyiii. 4 
e 2 4 t. 


LY 


1 THESSALONTANS. 


St. Laike in the hiſtory of ST, Pavr's reſidence. there has not Au. Chriſt 
indeed given us any particular account of the converſion of thoſe . 
idolatrous Gentiles: Perhaps he thought it needleſs, as having ſo ww 


frequently mentioned the converſion of idolatrous Gentiles in 
other places, and ſo much ſtudying, brevity as to take no notice 
of a fact that cou'd. afford no new obſervations, | | 

But tis evident from this, epiſtle that many idolatrous Gentiles 
were converted by ST. Pavur there, and at this time. For, 
1 Thefſ. i, 5—8. their forſaking their idolatry, and imbracing 
chriſttanity, is ſaid to be 3 of through all the neighbour- 
ing country with aſtoniſhment, , And (as there is nothing ſaid 
through this whole pile to, or of, the Jewiſh converts, and 
nothing peculiarly to, or of, the converts from among the Gen- 
tiles, Proſelytes of the gate) I am apt to think that this church 
conſiſted chiefly of converts from among the idolatrous Gentiles, 
and that this ebiſtle was more peculiarly deſign'd for them 

which ſeems, to have been the caſe. with moſt or all of 
r. PAvuL's epiſtles, except that to the Hebrews.) 

Tre: APosTLE had there worked miracles, and exerciſed ſe» 
veral ſpiricual gifts himſelf, and he had alſo communicated ſpi- 
ritual gifts or miraculous powers to the Theſſalanians, by the 
laying on of his hands: theſe, together with his holy life, diſ- 
intereſted and open behaviour, and his plain and affectionate 
preaching; brought in many converts; and with ſo much ala- 
crity did numbers embrace the chriſtian faith, that (though the 
unbelieving Jews raged, and exaſperated others againſt them) 
they became 5 of zeal and fortitude to all the chriſtians, 
and to all ſuch as were diſpoſed to turn chriſtians, throughout 
all Macedonia and Achaia. Notwithſtanding this, the Apoſtle 
and his company laboured day and night with their own hands 
for a ſubſiſtence, that they might have the greater ſuccely, not 
be ſuſpected of any ſiniſter deſign, nor give any incouragement 
by their example to ſloth and idleneſs. 

It muſt be owned indeed, to the honour of che little church 
at Philippi, that they only, of all the churches, did ſend them 
ſome ſmall preſents once and again, whilſt chey were planting 
chriſtianity at Theſſalonica, Phil. iv. 16. Ws, s FI 

Whilſt the work of the Lord ſucceeded ſo well, the unbelieu- 
ing Jews of that city, full of reſentment and indignation, took 
along with them certain profligate fellows, ſuch as the lictors, 


or beadles, or ſome of the vile * belonging to the forum 5 
| 2 Q 8 


... . . na 265 2. alien — 


1 THESSALONIANS. 


An. Chriſti the Roman forum was uſed both as a market place, and as a 


court of publick judicature) and having raifed a mob, they put 


the city in a commotion, and, apprehending that PavL and his 


company had been there, they broke violently into the houſe 
of Faſon, who was either a chriſtian himſelf, or at leaſt a fa- 
vourer of them. And at his houſe perhaps the ArosTLE 

had taught the chriſtian religion, after he had left the ſynagogue. 
The tumultuous rabble (not finding Paul and his compani- 
ons there, as they expected) ap rehended Jaſon himſelf, and 
ſome other chri/t:ans, and hurry ti them away to the rulers of 
the city (for that was all that the Fews cou'd do, as they had 
not the government in their own hands) and there they clamoured 
againſt them, ſaying, Theſe very men, the leading men of 
« the upſtart ſe& of the chritrans, that have turned the world 
e upſide down, are come hither alſo, and this Fa/or has en- 
« tertained them in his houſe; we have therefore apprehended 
“ him, for they are dangerous to the ſtate, in that they all affirm, 
« in contradiction to the decrees of Cz/er, that there is another 
« King or ſupreme ruler, one Jeſus, the head of their ſect or fac- 
« tion”. (From whence I can't forbear remarking how proper 
it was that our Lord ſhou'd aſcend, before his diſciples declared 
him King, upon earth, when this accufation at 7. Feen 
though relating to a perſon in another world, and his kingdom 
only a ſpiritual kingdom, cou'd yet give umbrage to the higher 

powers, and afford matter of accufation againſt his diſciples.) 
Groundleſs as the pretence was, the magiſtrates e it 
worth their while to examine into it; for the Senate firſt, and 
afterwards the Emperor had made an order that none ſhould be 
called King without their permiſſion. But when they found 
that the King, which they ſpoke of, was in another world, and 
laid no claim to a temporal kingdom; and that the ArosTLE 
and his companions had attempted nothing of any dangerous 
conſequence to the Roman Empire, or to the peace of their city; 
they only took ſecurity of Jaſon, and of fuch others as had 
been brought before them, that they wou'd behave like peacea- 
ble and good ſubjects for the future, and fo diſmiſſed them. 

However, . ” E 
The chriſtians not knowing what new accuſations the unbe- 
lieving Fews might deviſe, or what freſh tumults might happen, 
ſent away PAvx and Silas [Silvanus} without delay, who were 
conducted by night to Berea; and notwithſtanding their baſe 
2 * uſage 


1 THESSALONTAN'.. 


uſage at Philippi, and at Theſſalonica, they entred as chearful- An. hint 


ly as ever upon preaching the goſpel, as ſoon as they arrived at 
Berea; and there they met with a much more candid and ge- 
nerous reception: for the Beræan Fews ſearched the ſcriptures 
daily, to ſee what foundation their doctrine hac. 

The wnbelieving Fews, their ever implacable enemies, under- 
ſtanding that they had preached the goſpel in Berea, were ſo 
ſpiteful as to follow them thither alſo. _ : 

The chriſtians (finding that the weight of the ſtorm wou'd 
probably fall upon him) ſent the ArosTLE away by the road 
that leads to the ſea; but to elude the perſuit of the wnbelieving 
Tews, =_ afterwards turned into another road, and conduct- 
ed him ſafe to Athens. Silas and Timothy tarried behind at Be- 
rea: But the AyrosTLE ſent back orders by them that had con- 
ducted him to Athens, that Silas and Timothy ſhou'd come to 
him with all ſpeed. 1 0 Ar | 


Claud. 11. 
2 


By the way I wou'd obſerve, that there is no mention of Ne on 


St. Luke's being with them either at Theſalonica, Berea, or ou 
Athens. 1 | 

Timothy came accordingly to the AposTLE whilſt he was at 
Athens, but Silas tarry'd ſtill at Berea. 

Tux APosTLE had left the chriſtians of Theſſalonica: in ſuck 
an hurry, and amidſt ſuch reſtleſs and implacable adverfaries, 
that when he conſidered it, he was very uneaſy, and wou'd glad- 
ly have gone back again to fortify and to comfort them: But 
his enemies, eſpecially the unbelieving Fews, always hin- 
dered him from returning. 

But when his anxiety ſtill increaſed,. and he ſaw no proſpect 
of returning to them in perſon, he thought it eligible to be left 
alone at Athens, and to ſend Timothy back from thence to Te 
ſalonica, that he might rectify what was amiſs, and comfort and 
- eſtabliſh them (for tho' Timothy was but a mere youth, the 
AposTLE cou'd truſt him with the moſt important affairs of 
the chriſtian church :) What he now feared was, leſt the afflicti- 
ons and perſecutions which had befallen him their AroSTLE 
at Philippi, Berea, and Theſſalonica, ſhou'd cauſe the THE 
SALONIANS to apoſtatize from chriſtianity to their old religions 
again, as terrify'd by his ſufferings, and by the apprehenfions 
of what might befal themſelves. rs a 11 

Whilſt he was among them, he had endeayoured to prepare 
them for the worſt; aſſuring them that afflictions from a wick- 


1THESSALONITAMNS. 


Ad. Chriſii ed world were what he always expected, and what good men 


moſt commonly meet with. But now he ſends back Timothy, 
for fear he had not armed and fortified them ſufficiently. - _ 

From Athens the ArosTLE went to Corinth. There Timothy 
came up with him again from Theſſalonica, as well as Silas. 
from Berea. bbq ety * nn HE 

Since the Apos TL E's planting it, thoſe his two attendants had 
been watering the everlaſting goſpel in Macedoma; and they 
had ſuch ſucceſs as to be able to bring him very agreeable 
news from thence. Theſe ridings of the ſucceſs of his paſt la- 
bours, and his earneſt defire of like ſucceſs for the future, 
rouz'd him to puſh the matter in the ſynagogue at Corinth; 
but the unbelieving Jeus treated him in the ſame obſtinate 
and malicious manner, and forced him to leave their ſynagogue 
alſo, and to teach elſewhere. «22 $2 

So great was his concern ſtill for the THESSALONTIANS, that 
(though it was not long ſince he had been there himſelf, and 
though he had alſo ſince that ſent Timothy, and had by him 
receiv'd an agreeable account of their faith and charity, and of 
their affectionate remembrance of him, and their deſire to ſee 
him again) yet he is not ſatisfied in his own mind till he 
writes this letter to them. 
It was wrote the firſt of his for teen apoſtolic epiſtles; but tis 
not inferior to the other, either as to the matter or man- 
Der. b | 


SYNOPSIS 


a. Frer he had been ſome months at Corinth, Sr. Pau 
from Co- 0 ſent this firſ# epiſtle to the TnRSSALONIANs, in his 


„rinth, An. cc 


own name, and in the name of Silas [ Silvanui] and his be- 


Chriſti 52. © loved Timothy; he being the AposTLE of THE GENTILEs, 
Claud, 12. c and they two having been his aſſiſtants in planting that 


« church. : 

«© He writes to the chriſtian church there, and not to their 
« biſhops and deacons, and more eſpecially ro that part of the 
church which conſiſted of converts from among the idalat raus 
« Gentiles, And, after the introduction, he commends them for 
$ ce their 


r 


1 THESSALONITANS. 


« their ready reception of the goſpel upon its firſt appearance An. chi 
« oy them, for their forſaking idolatry and their vices, ſo . 


« chearfully as to excite others to emulation. 

« From his patient ſuffering among them, and in the adjacent 
« Towns, from the purity of the doctrine which he preached, 
* and from the holinefs of his own life and converſation, he 
« ſhows them that what he did muſt needs be without guile, 
« artifice, or any ſiniſter views whatſoever (though his enemies, 
« and particularly the unbelieving Jews, might be very ready to 
« infinuate the contrary) for, he was ſo far from ſeeking the 
« things of this world, that he had laboured with his own 
e hands for bread among them, and in all things had ſtudyed 
« their advantage and not his own. RY i 

« In order to arm them againſt the apoſtaſy, or dejection of 


« ſpirit, which the perſecutions that he underwent, or their- 
« own dark proſpects, might occaſion, he obſerves that the 
« unbelieving Fews had murdered the Son oF Gop, and no won- 
t der then that they perſecuted his diſciples, and more. eſpeci- 


cc 1 * APOSTLES. 


« He once and again intimates to the TxesSALONIANS the: 
« ardent affection which he had for them, and that he had 


« already. attempted ſeveral times to have returned to them, 


« but his and their enemies had always prevented him. How- 


« ever he lets them know, that in his abſence he bore them in: 
« mind, and was very deſirous to comfort and to eſtabliſh them: 
That, therefore he had ſent Timothy, the moſt faithful of his 


« Attendants; that Timothy had brought him back a very pleaſ- 
« ing account of the poſture of their affairs; that it was an 


« unſpeakable comfort unto him in all his afflictions, and wou'd: 
« always yield him matter of joy and thankſgiving unto God, 
« to hear of their continuing ſtedfaſt in the profeſſion, faith, 


« and practice of that doctrine, in which he had firſt inſtruct- 
« ed them. And, that they might be comforted and perſevere, 
« he aſſures them that he prayed ardently for them day and 
« night, and deſired very much that Gop, in his wiſe provi- 
«= dence, wou'd order matters ſo as to permit him to go again, 
« and in perſon further to inſtru, comfort, and eſtabliſh. 
« them. | | 

gut, ſuppoſe this ſhou'd not be granted him, he pray 

« that they might continue to believe, and to live ſo holily 
« as to meet with acceptance before their righteous judge at his 
« coming. | 1 
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3 1THESSALONIANS. 


An. Chriſi © Tn the concluſion of this epiſtle, he ene to what was 
Club 1s, © afterwards his uſual manner) drops ſeveral practical directi- 
ons, though we may reaſonably ſuppoſe them to have been 
e ſuch, as were more - peculiarly ſuited to the ſtate of this 
* church. 1 | : 

« He exhorts them very earneſtly in general to live as he 
% had taught them, whilſt he was among them, particularly 
e to abſtain from all uncleanneſs, whether adultery, fornicati- 
« on, or any preternatural luſts; to abound in love to the chri- 
&« ſtians, and in charity to all men; to mind their own lawful 
« buſineſs, and even to work with their own hands, in order 
e to imploy and maintain themſelves in ſome honeſt and de- 
« cent way. 7 | 

« Not to ſorrow for their dying friends, as thoſe that were 
te ignorant of the reſurrection, or that disbelieved it. 

« From CHRIST's coming ſuddenly and unexpectedly, he ex- 
<« horts them to be always prepared and watching. He recom- 
« mends it to them to reſpect ſuch as preſided over their church, 
« and inſtructed, or admoniſhed them, and to be at peace a- 
e mong themſelves; to cultivate thoſe gifts of the Spirit which 
« he had imparted unto them by the laying on of his hands; 
te and particularly to value PRoPHESYING, as what wou'd turn 
« moſt to edification; and finally, to live and act intirely and 
« in every reſpect like chriſtians.” . 

I can find: no ſatisfactory account by whom this letter was 
ſent. Silas and Timothy, (who have been ſuppoſed to have car- 
005 it) joined in the writing of it, and were with the ArosTLE 

ortly after, when he wrote the 2d epiſtle; nor do I remem- 
ber any hint in the ad epz/tle of their having then been a third 
time in Macedonia, or at Theſſalonica. | 
Imagine the GREAT APoOSTLE OF THE GENTILES. to be full 
of a juſt reſentment and generous indignation againſt his coun- 
trymen the unbelieving Jeus, who had lately treated him and 
them ſo maliciouſly; and at the ſame time having the moſt 
tender and parental-care and affection for the young converts 
at Theſſalonica ; and you'll have the very "(muy of his mind, 
during the writing of this epiſtle: for theſe two things appear 
every where throughout the epr/ile, e 
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INTRODUCTION, 
CHAP. i. Ver... 
TEXT. 'PARAPHRASE 


Tinornzus, unto the 
_ goſpel among you, together with 
. er — Sifvanus and © rmothy, who were with V5 


me at THESSALONICA, and my aſſiſtants I. # 
in chat work, now write to the v church 


lately 
NOTES. 


1. * Why be does notcall 8 Aros rx, ſce Note (9) on e 
8 * 

* As xv. 40. and xviii. 5. 2 Cor. i. 19 x Pet. v. 12. 

Ads xvi. 1, 2, 3. and xx. 4. Phil. ii. 19-22. 2 Zim. i. 5. 

4 Why he does not mention the bi/bops and Jeacops,: ſhall be accounted for in 
the Note on cap. v. 12. The church, in the New Teſtament, ſigniſics, 
Firſt, All that profefled the Chriſtian religion, Acts v. 11. Phil. iii. 6. 1 Cor. 
xii. 28. Eph. iii. 21. Secondly, It — = only as were fincere 

in ſuch a n Hp: = 0 Cob. i. e It moſt com- 

. monly 


Pur. and S1Lvanus, and Pg „ who planted the everlaſting . 
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1 THESSALONIANS. 


. 
YI 


lately founded there, who are diſtin- 1A N, which js in Gop 
guiſhed from the idolatrous Gentiles, by the Father, and in the 


3 s C 
your believing in Gop the Father, and or ee 97 


from your fierceſt enemies the unbelie- peace from Go D our Fa- 
ving eus, by believing in the Loup des 
Ixsus CHRIST. oY 

We wiſh you * favour, andes all ima- 
ginable happineſs, from thoſe glorious 
and excellent Perſons in whom you be- Fa * 
lieve, and whom you make Fonſcience to Ef LF | 
worſhip, imitate and obey, 1. e. from 
Gop even our Father, from whom are 


—— 4 „r 


1 0 all 


; 2 
x NOTES. *© 
7 IE «3.9 4.2 55 6 $70 3. Wh WY 
monly Ggnifies one afſembly ; ſuch 2 number of profeſſed Chriſtians as did 
ſtatedly meet together at the ſame time and place for the worſhip of Gop, and 


a participation of the ordinances of the 55 4 This is the ſenſe of the word 
1 


Cu vx ch in the text; and in this ſenſe churches in the plural number are often 
mentioned; Fourty, Mhere fa family were moſt or all of them Chriſtians, 
and joined together daily in the worſhip of *Gop through Jzsvs CHRIST, th 


J 
were call.d a church in ſuch a one's houſe. See Note (9) on Phijlem. ver. 0 
| 


where: And there 
cular place, as much or mote'than to the place it ſelf. © Sixty, It may be fome- 


Fifthly; The word church may poſſibly - be | underſt 1 Cor. xi. '22, and 
3 John, ver. 10. of the place of aſſembling; but I don't find it ſo uſed elſe- 
robably it refers to the Chriſtians aſſembling in ſome parti- 


times underſtood of the pious and virtuous in this world, which is called the 


"church militant'; or of the ſaints in glory, which is called the church 


triumphant, Eph. iii. 15. Theſe fare all the ſenſes in which I have found 
the word Cnunxcn uſed, in a moral or religious ſenſe, in the New Te- 
ſtament. F | 


© Tnz88ALONICA was the metropolis of Macedonia, and a city famous for 


learning and acuteneſs ; which ſhows that the ArosrLE or THE GENTILES was 


not afraid of the cloſeſt ſearch and moſt narrow examination into his doctrine and 
atteſtations. Truth is bold, and open, and fears. not the light; nay, never ſuc- 
cecds better than among the inquiſitive and diſcerning 

# Rom. i. ). 1 Cor. i. 3. 2 Cor. i. 2. Gal. i. 3. Eph. i. 2. Phi}, i. 2. Col. 
i. 2. 2 Theſſ. i. 2. 1 Tim. i. 2. 2 Tim. i. 2. Tit. 1. 4. Philem. ver. 3. 
1 Pet. i. 2+ 4 © T4. an. { OBI ITARSA DON 35: 010 18 314 

s So peace ſignifics, according to the Hebe. | 

> He has here inſinuated the two fandamental-articles of the Chriſtian faith, 
vis, that there is one only living and true Gop, and that Jzsvs is the Cnzaer, 
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TEXTIL. PARAPHRASE atk 


ther, andtheLoxpJzsus all things, and from the Lord Jegus 


nber, | '* Cuxisr, by whom are all things. 


rennen 

G. l [ »7 £7 * | 1150 1 TEST Wits : Fi! 
the great Prophet and Saviour of the world. This is repeated more explicitely, 
— "The idalatrous Gentiles believed neither of Mee two Articles, The 
ews and Proſelyres of the gate believed the firſt of them only. The Chreſt#ans 
ieved them both. This was faith ſufficient to denominate a man a Chriſtian, 
and without which he was 70 Chriſtian. And when to this faith there was 
added an Holy heart and life, may, had what the /7ripture- makes neceſſary to 
church communion here, and to falyation hereafter. See Locke's Reaſonableneſs 

of rhe Chriſtian Religion, ac n CLIT | 


- 
- 
= 1 


1 


Chap. fe e o0k 
CONTENTS. 


I'S Section contains the | main... buſineſs of this Epiſtle, 
| which was to comfort, ſtrengthen, and eſtabliſh - the 
Chriſtians at Theſſalonica; and to perſwade them to perſevere 

under all the diſcouragements, which he their AposTLE, or they 


themſelves might meet with. 


We ſhall divide the Section into ſeveral Numbers, according 
to the APosTLE's different arguments, and take them up as we 


ga Ang. „ r 
| 5 Chap. Ane 
CONTENTS. * 


JY his entrance upon the chief deſign of this Epiſtle, he gives 
vent to what lay moſt upon his heart; thanking God for their 
converſion from Idolatry to e e amidſt ſo many diſcou- 
raging circumſtances, and begging of Gop that they might perſe- 
vere; in which he takes all occaſions of ſpeaking well of the 


Theſſalonians, as indeed he does through all this Epiſtle. 
* C 2 ä WE 


— 


1 


4 


MANS 


1 1 THESSALON 
In. Cbrim E 1 * = 6 
wit ARA P HRA FTE 
7 a 5 1 e W FOR { f = 
"2 Fi E can aſſure you that you are W/E give thanks to Go p: 


, d 116 310 SOD 7s; always for you #4 
& much upon our minds, and that R 3 —* 
we! always mention you in our prayers, our prayers, Remembring 3 
giving *£ nks unto GoD upon the ac- without ceaſin your work 
count of you all: For a | Gop even faith, and _ of love, 
our Father is our Witneſs) we never for- * —— in 
get ® the fruits and effects of your faith, the gght of Gov and our 
nor your kind and charitable offices to- Father: Knowing, brethren 4 
wards the Chriſtians, and more eſpecial- Wm 
ly towards us, in your readineſs to {kreen _ 
us from the rage of your fellow citizens, 


and even to Tuffer with us, rather than 


on Part with your Chriſtianity: And we alſo 


well remember the ſteadineſs and con- 
ſtancy of your hope in the LoxD Jxsus 
CuR1sT, notwithſtanding the difficulties 


and diſcouragements that were "thrown ' 
in your way. 


As I have had a full and undoubted re- 
velation immediately from che Loup 
dog OF tt ne FE. Jesv» 


NOTES. 

2. i See Note on Philem. r. 4. and Phil. i. 4. | 

* Rom. i. 8. 1 Cor. i. 4, We. 2 Cor. i. 3, 4. Eph. i. 3, Ce. 55 16. and v. 20. 
Phil. i. 3. Col. i. 3, Oc 12. 2 The. i. 3, &c. 2 Tim. i. 3. Philem. ver. 4,5. 

z | Dr. MiBls ſays, that this laſt ſentence of ver. z. is wanting in the Spriac 
an 


Ethiopie verſions: But if it be retained, I would underſtand it both here, 
and chap 11. 9. as the AvosTLE's ſolemn appeal to Gop for the truth of what 


he fays. This was his uſual way when he exprefſed himſelf with carneſtneſs, 


2 Cor. wy = and xii. 19. Gal. i. 20. 1 Tim. v. 21. 2 Tim. iv. 1. 
= Sce Note (1) on Philem. ver. 6 © 
This is an Hebraiſm, put for. patient hope, .or expectat ion. So Baie x 
Aber, Chap. ii. 12. fignifics a glorious kingdom. And 2 Theſſ. i. 5. Tis En 
% Ke &, — his'gtorious power. 91 0 


This patience has a reference to their treatment from the undelieving eu 


and ſuch as they could exaſperate againſt them; But the hopes of meeting the 
Lord Jzsvs CR IST with acceptance at the laſt day, and the proſpect of eter- 
nal glory and ſelicity, ſupported and animated them, ver. 6. and chap. ii. 14. 
and v. 9, 10. 2 Cor. iv. 17,18, 2 T i. 4, 33 75 10. Acts xvii. 7, 10. Heb. 
vi. fo. and x. 36. 8 5 


2 4. As 


1 THESSALONTANS. 


beloved, your clection of Jnsus Cukter, of God's purpoſe to re- 
5 Gop. er om ceive you, idolatrous Gentiles ®, into his 
church, and as his people, under the 

_ Chriſtian diſpenſation, I own you: as 

_ dearly beloved brethren, and have, with 

pleaſure, ſeen this purpoſe of God take 

effect, in that our goſpel, when it firſt 

appeared 


NOTES. 


4. * As we find no notice taken of the Zeav;/h converts thro? all chis Epiſtle, 
it ſhould ſeem as if the ArosTLE wrote to the Genrile converts, and to thoſe, I 
think, chiefly that had been idolatrous Gemriles. And if ſo, the defign of this 
verſe is very evident, if we refle& upon the controverſy of that day, wis. whe- 
ther the idolatrous Gentiles ſhould be admitted into the Chriſtian church, with- 
out ſubmitting to any part of the Jar of Moſes? (for upon what terms the Gen- 
tiles, Proſelytes of the gate, ſhould be admitted, had been agreed upon by the 
ArosTLES, Elders, and Brethren at Feruſalem, Acts xv) 

The Fews and judaizing Chriſtians, would, indeed, have had all Gentile 
converts to have been circumciſed, and brought in ſubjection to the whole 
law: But (as the ArosTLEs, Elders, and Brethren, had abſolved the Proſe- 
2 of the gate from the eee part of it) ST. Paus had a clear and imme- 

iate 
the 


revelation from the Lox p Jzsvs CHRIST, that the converts from a 
idolatrous Gentiles ſhould not be ſubject at all to the law, or to any part 

it. Hence it is that he calls himſelf the Arosrtx or Tut GENWTrITI EG, and 

ories in it, Rom. xi. 13. becauſe the goſpel of the Gentiles, (Gal. ii. 2.) or 

e terms upon which the idolatrous Genrites ſhould be received into the Chri- 
ſtian church, was firſt revealed unto him: Twas a myſtery hid from all ages 
and perſons before, and unto him who had perſecuted the Chriftians, and who 
was therefore leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints, was this vaſt favour ſhewn, that 
he ſhould go and diſcover to the Gentiles the unſearchable riches of Canon, 
and make the world eccho with this good news, Eph. iii. 2—9. Rom. xvi. 25. 
2 Theſſ. ii. 13, 14. This was the principal thing for which the Fes every 
where oppoſed him; and if he would but have preached up the neceſſity of 
— to the Gentiles, then wou'd the offence of the croſs have ceaſed, 
Gal. v. 11. I would add, that ſuch as only heard the poſpel, whether Jets 
or Gentiles, but did not embrace it, were called; bur ſuch as heard and embra - 
ced it, were alſo choſen, Matt. xxii. 14. As xiii. 48. Kom. xi. 15 % 2 The 
ii. 13, 14. Heb. iv. 2. 2 Pet. i. 10. See Locke on Rom. vin. 30. As theſe 
Theſſalonians had both bcen called, and had embraced the call, the Arosrrx 
does here ſtile them beloved brethren, when he mentions their election of Gop, 
even though they had been formerly idolatrous Gentiles, i. e. fince Gop had 
ſeen fit to chuſe them, he was ready to own them as BRETRREN, Acts xi. 17. 


See Note (*) on Philem. ver. 1. Note (K) on ver. 5: Ni" (©) on ver. 20. 
Sce allo Note (*) on 1 Thefſ; ii, 15. and Note ( on 17. 
5. Though 
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TEXT.  PARAPHRASE, af. 
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appeared among you, was not an empty not unto you in word rl. 
ſound, but was attended 1 but alſo in power, and in 


| he Hol hoſt, and in 
neſs and energy of truth, and had alſo t 3 as ye know 


the atteſtation of miracles, as well as of what manner . of _ we 
lenty of ſpiritual gifts: Nor do we now. were among you for your 
— of * —＋ we exerciſed, or im- fake. And ye became 
parted unto. others, or of our own beha- | 
viour elſewhere, but of what was done 
among you : For you your ſelves can't. 
have forgot our behaviour; nay, you 
ſtill partake of thoſe ſpiritual gifts and 
miraculous powers, which, by the laying 
on of my hands, I communicated unto 
you, for your ſpiritual advan age and 
6. edification. And, indeed, you had ſuch 
| con- 


NOTES. 


5- v Though xe is put for xaeioue, Rom. xii. 3. 2 Cor. xii. 9. Gal. ii. 9. 
Eph. iv. 7. yet I don't think tis fo to be underſtood here, ver. 1. But i Swxtue 
| I would refer to the power of working miracles, and i mre/pal: d, to the 
ifts of the Holy Ghoſt, and that both of them as communicated to the 27 
oniaus, upon their Chriſtian baptiſm, as well as exerciſed by ST. Pavr, chap. 
v. 19, 20. i, TAnggpoely Tear, i. e. in the clear manifeſtation of the truth, and 
that r and evidence which plain truth carries along with it. 
The Horw Grosr was ſhed down in ſpiritual gifts and miraculous powers up- 
on the AyosTLEs, and that immediately from heaven, without the laying on of 
the hands of any man, As ii. 2, 3, 4. and iv. 31. ſo was it poured out upon 
the firſt fruits of the converts from among the Gentiles, Proſelytes of the gate, 
Acts x. 44. and ſo alſo perhaps upon the firſt converts from among the idolatrous 
Gentiles, Acts xiii. alt. But commonly ſpiritual gifts and miraculous powers 
were communicated by the laying on of the hands of the ArosrLEs ; and none 
but the ArosTLEs had this power. The gifts themſelves which the ArosTLEs 
communicated to the churches were propheſying, which Sr. Paul himſelf has 
explained, 1 Cor. xiv. 3. vis. a ſpeaking unto men to edification, and exhorta- 
tion, and comfort, #. e. doing ſo by immediate inſpiration : Or the gift of pro- 
phecy, as it ſignified the foretelling ſome future events, of leſs importance to the 
| Chriſtian church, than thoſe myſteries that were revealed only to AposTLEs, 
| Acts xi. 8. and xiii. 1, 2. The gift of the di/terning of ſpirits, the gift of 
tongues, and the gift of interpretation of tongues ; an ability to ſing P/alms, or 
fray, by inſpiration, to preſide in their churches, or to reach them ſuitably, and 
in a prudent convidng manner: Beſides the power of working ſome * 
Diffe- 


1 HE SSATONIANS. 15) 
n+ a | en A 3 An. Chriſi 
TEXT. PARAPHRASE: ally 


followers of us, and of the ' convincing proofs of the truth and divi- 


Lon p, having received the : . 173 
Loxp, having received the nity of our miſſion and do&trine, chat 


with joy of the Holy Ghoſt: you immediately became * imitators of 
7 So that ye were enſamples us, and of the Loxp Jesus CHRIST, in 
| 1 to embracing the truth, and adhering to it 
patiently and ſteadily in the midſt of per- 
ſecution: For (though the anbelieving 
Fews, and ſuch as they could influence, 
raged” violently againſt us and you) ye 
rejoiced with an uncommon joy in your 
ſpirirual gifts and miraculous powers, 
buteſpecially in the knowledge and pro- 
pects diſcovered by the goſpel. And 7- 
ſuch, truly, was your behaviour, that 
you became patterns of faith, patience, 


| and 
NOTES. 111·· IS 


Different perſons had different gifts, or powers, as the Spirit pleaſed, 1 Cor. 
xii. 11, That the Theſſalonians had ſome of the ſpiritual giſts, appears from 
chap. v. 19, 20. Theſe were to the Genzile converts an evidence to Chriſtianity 
in general, and of their adoption in particular, notwithſtanding all their ſormer 
ignorance, idolatry, and wickedneſs, Rom. viii. rs, 16, 17. 72 

The ging texts make it highly probable that the Aros rr ES communica- 
ted ſome ſuch gifts and powers, where-ever they made, or found, any converts, 
Mark xvi. 20. Acts viii. 14, 15, 16, 17, Cc. and xix. 25. Rom. i. tt. and 
xv. 18, 19; 29. 1 Cor. i. 4—7. and 11. 4, 5. and iv. 20, and xii. 13. 2 Cor. vi. 6. 
and xi. 4. Gal. iii. 2; 5. Heb. ii. 3, 4. When Cnunxcnzs planted: throughout 
(nay, beyond the limits of) the Rowan Erin E abounded with ſuch gifts and 
powers, no wonder that CuRIsTIANITx prevailed, þ 

6. Fer. 3. chap. ii. 14, 15. and chap. iii. 3. 1 Cor. xi. 1. Phil. iii. 17. 
Acts xvii. 5, Sc. 2 2 i. 5. and iii. 9. | 

As to what the Chriſtians at Theſalonica ſuffered, ſee the hiſtory prefixed 
to this Epiſtle, and Acts xvii. 5, £97. In ſuch circumſtances how proper was it 
that ſpiritual gifts and miraculous powers ſhould be exerciſed and imparted, not 
only to conquer the prejudices of education, but to ſupport them under their 
ſaferin s And how ſufficient a foundation for joy, even under ſuch hardſhips, 
was luck a clear knowledge of their duty, and ſo well atteſted a promiſe of 
endleſs glory and felicity! Acts v. 4m. Heb. x. 34. 1 Pet. iv. 14. ; 

7. "Tus, types, i. e. plans, models, or patterns; and, by a metaphor uſed - 
for an example, or moral pattern. If the Theſſalonians were the Tryxs, the 
other Macedonians and the Achaians muſt have been the ANTI TY ES, or what 
was to be formed according to that plan or model. Philippi and Berea were 
in Macedonia; Athens and Corinth were in Achaia. * 

, Was 
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52. 
Claud. 12. 


THE SSALONXIAN S. 
RA HRA E TEXT, 


N and fortitude, to raiſe the emulation of to all that believe in Mace. 


=; OF d . donia and Achaia. For 
all the 9 rage FY Macedoni a, Where from you ſbunded out 150 
you live, In ais, where We now Hord of che Lon p, not only 


are. For which you had this honour, chat in Macedonia and Achaia, 
from you the ſound of the 4 0 0 but alſo in every 7 our 


goſpel went out not only through ſeveral =. 8 e 


| Pare of Macedonia, and through Achaia; not to ſpeak any thing. 
| For 


ut in many other places your faith in 
the true God, that Gop which the Chri- 
ſtians worſhip, is ſo much talked of, 
that we have no occaſion to 4; 4 


r 
3. was accounted a very great honour ſbr any church, or city, to have the 
So Anti 


Se o out from thence. och in Syria was honoured as the mother 
church of the Gentile churches. And Sr. Pavr made that city in his way 
(when he was at liberty) before he fer out upon any of his apoſtolic journies. 
From thence he and Barnabas were recommended to Gop for his blefling, be- 
fore they ſet out upon their firſt apoſtolic journey, Acts xiii. 3, and xiv, 26. 
From thence Pavri and Silas [ Shuanus] were recommended to the bleſſing of 
Gop, before that Aros rt entered upon his ſecond apoſtchc journey, Acts 
xv. 40. From thence he ſet out upon his third apoſtolic journey, As xviii, 22. 
In bis fourth journey he was carried priſoner from Jeruſalem to Rome, and 
therefore had not the liberty to go to Antioch. And as to his fifth we have little 
more than conjectures. | 
But Feruſalem was honoured above all places for the goſpel's going out thence. 
Of this the ancient prophets had propheſy d, 7/2. ii. 3. Jſic. iv. 2. Of this ova 
LA tha it worth his while to warn the ArosTLEs once and again, Acts 
1 | | GIG Met v3 
3 There all the Arosrr.ss of the circumciſion received their illumination, 
and all their gifts and powers, and there gathered the firſt Chriſtian church. 
There ST. PAO. had his extaſy, and the revelation of the goſpel to be 'preached 
to the idalatrous Gentiles, as he was praying in one of the courts of the temple, 
And from thence he and Barnabas were ſent with a commiſſion as ArosrLEs to 
the Gentile world. With allufion to this honour that belonged principally te 
Jaxv$ALtm, St. Paur reproved the proud and aſpiring Corinibians, 1 Cor. 
xiv. 36. What ] came the ward Gon out from you? or did it only come ugto 
you ? q. d. Are you the mother church, or the head and chief of all the churches 


that you ſhould pretend to bring up new cuſtoms, or take upon you ſa much? 


_ Grotius obſerves, that many of the 7hefſalonians were merchants, 
that. trafficked through all Greece ; and therefore ſo ſtrange a piece of news 
might eaſily ſpread through Macedonia and Achaia, as one was Jo nigh them, 
and the other had ſuch commerce with them, 4) 
r | 9. 8 jan, 


17 


ee PARA PH RAS E. Clavd. 13. 


9 For they themſelves ſhew For even our enemies, as well as the 


of us, what manner of en- za: ; 
tring in we had unto you, Chriſtians, can tell, and do ſpeak of it, 


and how ve turned to Gon not without wonder and aſtoniſhment, 
from idols, to ſerve, the what uncommon gifts we our ſelves had, 
10 living = _ _ ; _ and communicated unto you, and whatan 
Heaven, whom be raiſed hearty reception we met wich at our firſt 
from the dead, even Jesvs arrival; how readily and chearfully you 
which delivered us from the laid afide.your prejudices, forſaking your 
wrath to come. idols, believitig in, and worthiping 
019 9901111 £7202 © "the one true Gop ; and looking for his 
| Son Jesvs'CnrisT (whom Gob * hath 
raiſed from the dead) to deſcend” from 
heaven as the great Saviour and Judge of 
3 the world, to * deliver you from thoſe 
Aaͤvine judgments which, will come up- 
von the wicked and impenitent; and to 
10! which you, in your former ftate of ido- 
702 | - 4atry and wickedneſs, ſtood expoſed. © 


Sv 
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9. * PſA. cxxxv. 15, Cc. Ju. xli /s 20 Fobs xvii. 3. Acts xiv. 15. 
and xvii. 235 Sc. 1 Cor. XII. 2, Cal. iv. 8. Wr oft Fig Hh Win 

er i. 107 1 ous ae 

Acts i. 11. and iii. 19, 20. Phil. iii. 20, 2 Tf i. 73 10. 2 Pet. lil. 

12, 13. : bart ov 299901 TROP tilts 5 

8 1. i. 18. and i. 5; 8. W. 9. Eph, v. G. Col. Ur. 6. Aatt. iii. 73 10. 
755 iii. 36. 2 Theſſ. i. 8, 5. Rev. vi. 16, 17. As to theſe two verſes, ſee Note 

e) on ver. 1. 2 e ES. aches 

Vet might the world be ſurprized at the great and ſudden effects of the 
Chriſtian doctrine, in making numbers ſo realy: to get over the prejudices of 
education, and to quit their old religions (which, to many, are almoſt. as dear.as 
their lives) for a religion ſo widely different; and to leave their wicked practi- 
ces, to forlake which, the moſt zealous and virtubous of the Heat hen philoſophers 
could never perſwade any conſiderable number Nor was Chr:/tsavity then 4 
tended with any worldly honours or emoluments ; but on the 3 raiſe 
them many enemies, and made their friends look _ upon them. at ſuch 
vaſt Numbers, in ſuch diſcouraging circumſtances, and by ſuch fair and gentle 
methods, ſhould imbrace Chriſtianity, and perſevere therein through the remain- 
der of their lives, unleſs it had been accompanied with a divine Power, is a pro- 
blem in the moral world, that our Deiſts would do well to ſolve, if they can. 
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18 THE SSALONIANS. 


An. Chriſti 


Cloyd, 12, SECT, II. N. 2. 


| Chap. ii. 1=—— 13. 


CONTENTS. 


XF ER he had appealed to the world, he more particuuar- 

ly appeals to the Tbeſſalonians themſelves, what plenty of 
piritu 1 ts and miraculous powers he had exerciſed among 
them, and communicated unto them; how holily he and his 
companions had behaved themſelves; how far he was from giving 
any grounds to the moſt critical and jealous obſerver to ſuſpect him 
of any worldly deſign, from any part of his conduct among them; 
how 8tenderly he was Lata ll for them ; and to van goo 
and holineſs he had urged them; which (as he obſerv 
pleaſure) had not been altogether in vain. 

He does here (as frequently elſewhere) expreſs his juſt reſent- 
ments at the behaviour of the unbelieuing Fews, and his affectio- 
nate concern. for the Theſſalonians, taking all the fair occafions 
that offered to ſpeak well of them, and of their conduct. 


PARAPHRASE TEXT. 


1. I bave already taken notice what che POR your ſelves, Bre- 1 
I Chriſtians, and the world around you, F tare, know 1 

have obſerved of our plenty of divine ee? you Was 

atteſtations, and what ſucceſs we had h | 

among you; but-I can more particularly. 

appeal to own experience: For 

you your ſelves, Brethren, knew. very 

well that our coming to preach the G9 

pel at Tbeſſalbnica was far from being in 

vain: Nay, that our coming was attend». 

ed with ſo many, remarkable cireum- 

ſtances; our commiſſian was ſo well at- 


wi 


teſted ; 
1. * Chap. i. 5. and ii. 14, 35. 2 Th&fſ. iü. 1. Ja. by, 12. Fete ii. 30. 


and vii. 8, 9. 
| * 2 6 3. 
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* 


An. Chr iſti 


TEXT PARAPHRASE 


2 was not in vain. But eben teſted ; and our execution of it was at- 
—_ that * uo. OI tended with fuch abundant ſucceſs, as 
ly entreated, as ye know, Plainly ſhow'd that no difficultics of dit- 
at Philippi, we were bold couragements whatever, that men can 
in throw in our way, can deter us from 
proceeding undauntedly and unweariedly 

in ſo glorious and uſeful an undertaking : 
ry * ak rod we had been uſed 
with the teſt indignity and cruelty, 
and that oy for mae M the Gold 
and miraculouſly curing the Pythonefs, 
at Philippi, a town in your neighbour- 
j———— yet ye know (I ſay) with 


| what © fortitude and undaunted om 


NOTES. 


a. s xvi. r9, to the ond, Ale xvid. , How nnd. in 
p was this EAT Ayo8TLE | how ardent and induſtrious in doing 


© 'ETeppnoiacdule by v beg naar, we were bold in our Gov.] The word 
Gignifies to with openneſs and intrepidity, A&s xiii. 46. and xvi. 26. 
Tz our Gop. ] The Gods of the Heathens could not indow their He x 
pro 1 ſuch powers and uncommon gifts; they could proceed only 
TRVE Gon. 


It 9 required no ſmall of von 111 uE to begin afreſh to 
ofpel openly in one place, juſt after they had been beat and abuſed for it 
— no great rcaſon to better treatment in that new 


Their conduct can be accounted for upon no other principles than that 
of Divins Arp: For that St. PAvr. could neither be an — nor an 
EnTrvsi Asr, ſoe to Philemon. L 

As Goy ions every thing wiſcly, the ArosrLEs had this == this 
reſolution and fortitude, — than the other Chrs — as they 
moſt in the battle — — — 
Ted to Son, 
19— 20. Tue xxi. — —— 
recoſt. A ſervant maid had before St. PxTEE, and made him mean- 
1 „ in their upper room, with the 
þ tan # mad" for fear of the Fes, till they had forrirade from heaven; but then 

went out, I ſuppoſe, to the tempie, where — Fram find the greateſt con- 

courſe of people, aa and ſolemn a feſti- 
val; and there with the greateſt qpenneſi and 9 declare Jz8vs to 

be Masses An, and ch the Fews with . — and d Joun 

dghav'd ſo well, that * not for W 
2 T, 


az. 12. 
WAYS 
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„ PBARAPHRASE. TEXT. 


we were indowed of our Gop, and how, in ovs Gov to ſpeak unto 
immediately upon leaving that place, and Jou the Goſpel of * 
coming unto you, we began to preach 

the Goſpel again, with the ſame opennefs 

and intrepidity among you; though we 

knew not but we might meet with the 

ſame treatment: and this we continued 

to do, 4 notwithſtanding the oppoſition 

and malicious outrage of the unbelieving 

Fews, and ſuch unthinking perſons as 

they could influence. | 


( re - fortitude, Acts iv. 13. When that virulence of the Sanhedrim had 
a hittle diſcouraged ſome of the company, ay yd; and a ſecond effuſion of 
2 Spirit being granted, they again ſpoke the word (Y vaßpno lac) with all 
boldneſs. 5 2 ; 
| ul body knows how rovzxry depreſſes mens Spirits, and how abject it 
renders them: With what heſitation and diffidence does the poor friendleſs man 
ſpeak, and act; and with what contempt and prejudice is he heard; eſpecially 
when accuſed, and in the midſt of enemies ! But ſuch calmneſs and fortitude 
appeared in the words and actions of the poor friendleſs ArosrLESs, even before 
the greateſt perſonages, and moſt auguſt courts of judicature, as took away the 
contempt, and baffled their judges. What a brave, as well as rational, ſpeech 
was that to the Sanbodrim. We ought to obey Gop rather than man; and re- 
ſolve to do it under all difficulties and diſcouragements whatever! And accord- 
mply they rejoiced to faffer for CaxisT's fake. 

St. Pavr's different conduct before he was an AyosrrLx, and after, will ap 
pear by comparing the —_— Texts, 2 Cor. xi. 32, 33. Acts x. 29, 30. Afts 
xiv. 19. 2 Cor. xi. 23, &c. And when he and Barnabas planted the firſt 

church among the idolatrous Gentiles, Tapinoracduur, Ec. they waxed bold, 
as entering upon ſo new an undertaking, ſs hazardous and difficult in it ſelf, 
and ſo odious te the Fezws, Acts xiii. 46. Many are the Places where tis taken 
notice of, how much of this (reppnoie) fortitude St. Pa vt had. 

He came to Thefſalonica, whilſt the ſtripes received at Philippi were yet 
freſh and ſore z (theſe he called the marks of the Lox p J=svs CHRIST, which 
he bore about in his. body, Gal. vi. 17.) and yet he began preaching there im- 
mediately, as if he had every where met with the — incouragement and 

indeſt treatment imaginable. Such an uncommon work required an uncom- 
mon fortitude ! And, as the ArosrEES had ſuch knowledge, gifts and powers, 
and were ſure that Chriſtinnity would prevail, their fortitude might well be ſu- 
perior : Though I am apt to think, that it was alſo a diſtinct gift. See that ex- 
cellent author, Miſcel. S EI, II. & paſfim. | 

Alis xvii. 5. Phil. i. 30. Cob. i. 29. and ii. 1. x The, iii. 35 7. 4 

aer en : 33 WITS C2 enn Thu? gf. . n 


© | 
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NB. | PARAPHRASE. 2 
— 


3 much contention. For our And (whatever our enemies may inſi- 3. 
exhortation dun not of de. nuate, whatever doctrine they may pub- 


ceit, nor of uncleanneſs, nor . er 
in guile : But as we were liſh, or whatever their views in making 


allow'd of Gop to be put proſelytes may be) you may depend upon 
in jr, that our © doctrine was not erroneous, 
nor a doctrine that proceeded from cor- 
rupt minds, or that tended to licentiouſ- 
neſs ; for we are ſure that we are not de- 
ceived our ſelves, nor do we attempt to 

deceive others. And if it ſhould be in- 4 
quired how we came to ſet about ſo un- 
common and hazardous an undertaking : 
This is the truth of the caſe ; The great 
and-merciful Gop and FATHER oF ALL, 
conſidering the world as full of ignorance. 
and wickedneſs, did, out of his abun- 
10 dant 


NOTES. 


3+ © It were caly to produce — inſtances of the licentious doctrines, and 
vicious practices of the heathen philoſophers, as a ſhade to the ArosrTLE's do- 
ctrine and perſonal virtue; and to make it the more evidently. appear what oc- 
caſion there was for ſuch wiſe and virtuous inſtructors of mankind But I que-- 
ſtion whether the ArosTLE had his eye here upon the hearhben philoſophers, fo 
much as upon the erroneous and wicked teachers among the Zewws. "Twas they 
that had driven him from Tyheſſalonica, and Berea ; and they had oppoſed him 
at Corinth; and upon them he reflects, and that juſtly, Rom. ii. 22. 1 Cor. iii. 
16, 17, 18. and iv. 12. and vi. 13-—19, 2 Cor. xi. 3; 10, Oc. and xii. 15=2t.. 
1 Tim. i. 4 7. and vi. 22. ꝶl ß 

When the hearhen philoſophers and jewiſh teachers were both ſo genet 
corrupt, what need was there. of the CnRISTIAN ReveratiION ; and of ſuc 
holy, zealous, and diſintereſted, men, as the Arosr ES, to inſtruct and reform 
mankind ! And as none are more likely to charge others than the guilty them- 
ſelves, they might perhaps reflect upon the Afosr LER, and charge him with 
what he here clears himſelf of. So alſo from 2 Cor. iv. 2; 5. f vii. 2. and 
x1. 13. and 2 Pet. 1. 16. it appears that the Arosr CES were charged with ſuch 
views and accuſations. dx i TAdvns, not of error, ] ſo the Vulgate, and ſome 
other verſions; and ſo would I here underſtand it (otherwiſe it would coincide 
with £7s d Jaw, nor in guile.) For though it moſt commonly ſignifies decerr, 
or impoſture ; yet aden ſignifies error, Rom. i. 27. James v. 20. 1 John iv. 6. 
Prov. xiv. 8, Heb. iii. 10. and v. 2. though in all theſe places the error ſeems 
to have been more or leſs culpable. That all theſe accuſations were falfe, that 
St. Pavr was neither deceived himſelf, nor attempted to, deceive others, or to 
lead them into impure practices; ſee Appendix to Philemon, 12148 Lig 


. 4. 
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. PA RAPHRASE. T TATA 


dant goodneſs and compaſſion for man- in traſt with the Goſpel, 
kind, reveal the Goſpel unto us, inabling, — — 3 * 
as well as commiſſioning us to publiſh it {hich — our hearts. 
to the world. As therefore Gop has For neither at any time; 
taught us, ſo we ſpeak ; not mixing any uſed we flattering * 
thing of our own with the pure and im- 
mediate revelation of Gop ; nor * ſeek- 
ing ſo much to pleaſe, as to profit man- 
kind: For we do not expect that our 
meſſage will meet with a favourable re- 
ception among the vicious part of the 
world, as long as they are bent u 
gratifying their luſts, or retaining their 
rejudices; and particularly we know 
y experience the virulence of the Fews, 
and the oppoſition which they make to 
our preaching to the Gentiles, But 
(whatever any of the heathen philoſophers, 
or jewiſh ſeducers may do) our chief ſtu- 
dy is to approve our ſelves unto Gop, 
who is judge of our hearts and moſt ſe- 
cret intentions; and who will render to 
every man according to his fidelity, what- 
ever his ſucceſs be. - 
5. As therefore we conſidered our ſelves 
as always under the eye and inſpection 
of Gop, we dared not, as you your 
ſelves know very well; nay, our ene- 
mies muſt allow, that * we did not flat- 


der 


NOTES, \ 


4. A xabo; Sihounpdopide was d O87 Ted n fvary yin, put for 
xalos & G ioxiuarty Tiwer inet 73 Mu Vid. Grot. in loc. and 
Ron. i. 28. 1 Cor. ix. 19. Gal. ii. 3. 1 Tim. i. 11, 12. Tit. i. 3. 

8 Gal. 1. 10. 1 Cor. iv. 1, 2, Se. and vii. 25. 2 Cor. ii. 17. 

3. AD xoaaxcias. Sec Note (a) on chap. i. 3. 80 Abyw exons, ver. 
13. and A wabedas, 2 Cor. vi. . Col. i. 5. Oui & Niyp roxaxdes by eri u- 


4, 18 another Hebrgiſm, (i e cage, dai, ver. 6.) We did not make a practice 
Flattering men. Acts 
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NAA  PARAPHRASE am 
R 


as yo know, nor a cloke of ter either you or the unbelirving Fews ; 


e gs or teach things merely for che being 


7; nekher of of you, agreeable to any of your former ſenti- 
ra yr of oth ments, or conduct: No, we dealt faith- 
have been ren fully with you; and did not by inſincere 
ane, pretences artfully draw you into the be- 
— or fo), of the Chriſtian Reli- 

Neither did we, under the ſpeci- 

2 appearance of ſincerity and truth, 
virtue and benevolence, entertain any 
ſiniſter or covetous deſigns in our hearts: 


all hearts, can witneſs the contrary. 


tous, or impure views, ſo neither did we 
act out of „ . for it would be 
a poor reward for all the fatigues, dan- 
rs and ſufferings, to which our preach- 
mg the Goſpel expoſes us, to have the 
empty praiſe and applauſe of mankind; 
whilſt we our ſelves are hungry and 
thirſty, cold and naked, the mark of 
— 5 and inſult, and daily in 
ſtripes and i riſonment; q nay, 

2 death ir ſelf "IN * 
And as we ſeek not the applauſe of the 
world, you may aſſure 2 ſelves that 
= did not lay a bait for any Der 
— or your neighbours, when we 
ed the GospEL gratis to you, tho 


we, by our apoſtolic power, had a juſt 
claim 
NOTES. 


: Aﬀs 5 324 » Oy. vii. 2. and xii. 17, 18. 
* Rom. i. 9. and ix. 1. 2 Cor. i. 23. Phil. i. 8. 8 e 
C. * 41; 44. and xii. 43. 885 i. 10. 
1 Cor. ix. 35.15. 2 Cor. xi 2 Theſ. iii. 8, 9. There maſt 
do's a Ag at the end of this mate "Which may be thus lopply 'd, when * 
might by have been burdenſome as the-ArosTLEs of CuRIsT, But wbere not 2 


No, * the 6REAT Gop, the ſearcher of 


And as we had no ambitious, ' cove- 


—— 
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PARA P H R ASE. 


claim to a maintenance whilſt we labour- 
ed among you: But we were more con- 
cerned for your edification than our own 
ſubſiſtence. And-for fear of incouraging 
any of you in idleneſs by our example, 
or laying any obſtruction in your way; 
we not only gave up our own juſt rights, 
but conſidered you as our children, and 


cheriſhed you in your infant ſtate, as an 


hen ' cheriſheth her brood under her 
Wings, or as a tender and affectionate 
mother nurſeth her own helpleſs infant. 

Nay, ſuch was our parental tenderneſs 
towards you, that we ſhould have been 
willing, not only te have imparted unto 
you the Goſpel of ouR LoxD JxSUs 
CuRIsT, but even our own lives, which 
we would chearfully have ſacrificed for 
your ſakes; ſo dear were you in our 
eſteem. | As a proof of this, I would on- 
ly appeal to *-our. indefatigable labour, 
and the great fatigues which we under- 


went, in the midſt of ſo much OP oſi- 
tion: For we were! forced to la our 
| 171 11 11121 night 


— 


THE SSALONIAN S. 


TEXT. 


ſome, as the ArosTLEs of 
HRIST. But we were 7 
gentle among you, even as 
a nurſe cheriſheth her chil- 
dren : So, being affectio- 8 
nately defirous of you, we. 
were willing to have im- 
— unto you, not the 
Toſpel of Gop only, but 
alſo our own ſouls, becauſe 
ye were dear unto us. For y 
ye remember, Brethren, 
our labour and travel: for 
labouring night and day, 


7. 21 have taken in both theſe compariſons, becauſe the word d An is a * 
taphor taken from an hen's brooding upon her neſt, to hatch her eggs, or to keep 


her chickens warm, Deut. xxii. 6. Matt. xxiii. 3 


IT Tixva fay]is qught to have been tranſlated her own children, not her nurſe, 
; for 


or foſter children 
ral affection. : 

9. » 2 Cor. x. 15. and xi. 23; 27. and xii. 10. 
Phil. iv. 16. 1 Tim. iv. 10. | 


whom ſhe could not be ſuppoſed to have ſo ftrong a natu- 


1 The. iii. 5. Gal. iv. 11. 


o As xviii. 3- and xx. 34. 1 Cor. iv. 12. and ix. 12; 15; 18. 2 Cor. xi. 


73 9. and xii. 1 


18. Here was an inſtance of 


great goodneſs and bene- 


volence to mankind ! to labour for bread with his own hands, whilſt he ſpent his 
time in teaching all that would learn, the truths of greateſt importance, how to 
hre virtuouſly, dic chearfully, and be happy for ever! | 


He 


1 THESSALONTAN Ss. 


becauſe we would not be night and day, with our own hands, for 


chargeable unto any of you, 4 ſubſiſtence, in order to preach THE 


hed unt th N 
1. 8 Cen. you the Gos gur gr, unto you, that you might 


wirneſſes, and Gop alſo, plainly ſee that we ſought not yours but 
how holily, and juſtly, you, and might perſevere in the profeſ- 


and unblameab] be- ; | of 
— ſelves — you ſion, faith, and practice of Chr Nianity, 


11 that believe: As you know, notwithſtanding all the baſe inſinuations 

how of our enemies. They may perhaps ſug- 
geſt that we are vicious and ill deſigning 
men, and therefore can never be ſup- 
poſed to ſpread a doctrine ſo virtuous 
and excellent, 

But you are witneſſes, and God alſo 
is our witneſs, who muſt be our Judge, 
how holily towards God, and how juſt- 
ly and inoffenſively we behaved our ſelves 
towards all mankind, whilſt we lived and 
converſed chiefly among you Chriſtians. 
As you know alſo very well how tender- 


2 ly 
NOTES. 


He had, according to the eib cuſtom, learnt a trade, as well as had a li- 
beral education. Has trade was to make tents of skins, in which ſoldiers lodged, 
when in the field. 

"Tis queſtionable whether the Theſſalonians had offered him any thing to- 
wards a maintenance: If they did, St. Paul refuſed it, as he did, perhaps, at 
Corinth, 2 Cor. xil. 13. becauſe he foreſaw what an hindrance it would prove to 
the Goſpel, what an incouragement to the ſlothful, and what matter it would af- 
ford for the reflections of his enemies: Though it the Theſſalonians had offered 
any ſuch thing, St. Paul was of too generous a ſpirit to have omitted the men- 
tion of it. | | 

I cannot here forbear obſerving the propriety and decorum of St. 'Pavr's 
Fpiſtles. Twas neceflary for him to clear himſelf of a covetous and worldly de- 
fign ; and it was very proper to that purpoſe to mention his preaching gratis, as 
the cleareſt and moſt effectual vindication of himſelf : But it was not neceflary 
to his deſign, to put them in mind that the Philippians had ſent him preſents 
once and again, whilſt he was at Theſſalonica: That would have been to have 
upbraided the Theſſalonians, inſtead of vindicating himſelf. But it was proper 
for him to mention that to the Philippians (as he does, Phil. iv. 16.) for fear 
he ſhould be reckoned ungrateful. A 


10. 1 Verſes 3-=—6, 2 Thefſ. iii.). 
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2 


ty and affectionately we behaved towards how we exhorted and com- 


you in particular; exhorring you very nn (aur 


earneſtly, and frequently, to an holy and his children) That ye i- 


virtuous life, and comforting you un- would walk worthy of Gov, | 


der all your afflictions, with the ſame who hath called you 1 


72. 


concern and regard for your welfare, as 
a father has for his own ſon in whom he 
delighteth. And above all things, we 
frequently and expreſly teſtified of the 
Lord Jzsus CuRIST, how much he 
requires holineſs of heart and life, and 
under what ſtrong ingagements your im- 
bracing the Chriſtian Religion has laid 
you to © walk worthy of the TRUE Go D 
(who is not like the impure gods of the 
Heatbens, but a Gop of unſpotted pu- 
rity and holineſs) that does, not only by 
his own example and command, call up- 
on you to be holy as he, THE Lorp 
vouk Gop, is Holy; but who has alſo 
laid a peculiar obligation upon you Gen- 
tiles, that were formerly afar off, and 
out of the pale of the church and cove- 


nant 


NOTES 


| 12. How much does the ArosrLx inſiſt upon an holy heart and life in all py»: 
feged 2 He urged the converted. Heathens to virtue and purity fon 
the example of the 1x uE Gop, in whom they now believed, Col. i. 10. (1 Per. 


1. 15, 16.) and by the great favour which was ſhown them in their being 
received — the Chriſtian church, Eph. ir. 1. 1 Tefl. v. 22, 2 
1 Cor. 1. 9, 10. Gal. i. 6. and v. 7, 8. 2 Fhefſ ii. 13, 14. 1 Pet. v. 10. and 
by that purity which the Goſpel in general requires, Eph. iv. 1. Phil. i. 27. 

om. viii. I, Cc. and more particularly, by our Logy and-Savious's life and 


example, by his death and reſurrection, by his aſcenſion and authority, and by 
the proſpect of his _—_ to judgment at the laſt day, as well as of injoying an 
endleſs life of holineſs and happineſs in his glorious preſence and favour, 1 Cor. 


xl. 1. Heb. xii. 2, 3. 1 Per. it. 21. Rom. viii. 17, 12. Tit. ii. I ne 14. 
2 111. r Acts ii. 36; 38. 1 Theſſ. iv. 112. and v. 18. PH, 
20, 21. e 5 


4 £ Bas 


* 


W 


— 


TEXT. A PARAPHRASE, Cha, 
his kingdom and glory. nant of Gop, by calling you into the 
«; For due cui al thank * glorious kingdom of the Mefffab ; and 


' we Gon without ceafing, 3 
becauſe when ye received that not b ſubjecting you to the bur- 


the word of which denſome ſervice of the la of Moſes, 

yo 72 of e wor e but upon the eaſy and reaſonable terms 

2 * 1 1 18 — 5 of repentance, faith, and new obedience: 
the And for this we inceſſantly praiſe Gop; 13. 

not only that he hath called you, but'that 

yon have imbraced the call; and that 

when we came and preached the excel- 


lent doctrine among you, you regard- 
ed-* us only as the medium of convey= 
ance, looking upon the doctrine it ſelf 
not as our own, or as the Mem and 
_.contrivance of any fallible man; but (as 


it truly is) a doctrine that came imme- 
diately 


NOTES. 8 nw 


f Baolulay p Abgar, Bis Ringdom and glory ;] i. e. his glorious kingdom. See 
Note (u) chap. i. 3. 1 
The glory in Gop's temporal kingdom was the SuRchnAu, or the bright 
cloud, that reſided between the two Cherubims that overſhadowed 7he 
ark of the Covenant, in the moſt holy place ; firſt in the tabernacle of Moſes, 
and. afterwards in the temple of Solomon, Exod: xiii. 2x, 22. Lev. ix. 6. 
Numb. xvi. 42. 2 Chron. vii. 1 3. £2ek., iv, 28. and x. 4. and xliii. 2. 
This is what the ArosTLE ſcems here to allude to; but the Chriſtian church 
has no ſuch external and viſible glory; its glory is truth, charity, and holineſs 
and whoever have them, Goy is with them of a truth, and they belong to this 
lorious kingdom, or rx ux CATroric CHR os Gop, wherever they live, i 
Lanes they be diſperſed over the face of the earth, with whomſdever they EI 
hold external communion, or whatever their external circumſtances may be. 
13. There muſt be a trajection in the Greek, and d O, immediately follow 
exons, or Tap 1yay immediately follow TegzaaCiv]ss. As to the Hebraiſm 
, fee Note ( on chap. i. 3. and Note () on ver. 5. of this 
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chapter. 2. 5 ( 
45 to his ſpeaking well of the Theſſalonians, in order to encourage them to 
ecd in virtue and goodneſs, ſee chap. i. 3—10. That the doctrine was 
rom Gov, and the ArosrTES only as heralds, meſſengers, and ambaſſadors 
from Gov, to publiſh it among men, appears from the following texts com- 
pared, chap. i. 6. and iv. 8, Matt. x. 40. Gal. iv. 14. 2 Per. iii. 2, 
What a vaſt influence muſt the Goſpel needs have, wherever tis thus eſteem- 


ct? where there is a thorough and full conviction that the ArosTLEs of ous 
MN OMEN? E 2 Logs 
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23 1 THESSALONIANS. 


An, Chriſti 
cad: PARAPHRAS E. TEES KL 


Y diately from God himſelf to us the Apo- the word of Gor, which 
'STLEs of Tut Lord JesUs CHRIST; — 8 * 


and that was faithfully delivered unto. ) 
you. And, bleſſed be Gop, it has had 

a glorious influence upon you that be- 
lieve, animating you both to do, and to 
ſuffer, according to the holy, good, and 
acceptable will of Gop; as well as ma- 
king you to abound in many excellent 
ſpiritual Gifts, and miraculous powers, 


NOTES. 


Loxy AnD SAvious Jasus CnRISH were imploy'd 82 and that the 
doctrine it ſelf is nothing leſs than a meflage from the Gop of ſtrict truth, and 
unſpotted holineſs, unerring wiſdom, and overflowing goodneſs ? No wonder at 
all that it ſhould influence ſuch as conſidered it in this view, readily to re- 
nounce their falſe religions, to lay afide their prejudices and prepoſſeſſions, to im- 
brace it, and live, and hope upon its principles, and to forego any * 
—— I upon ſo well atteſted a religion, and ſo glorious and noble a 
prope 


S-EC-T.-IL- N. 3. 
Chap. ji. 14. 16, 16. $ i 
CONTENTS. 
Bi: before cinatilnnded them for their ready and chear- 


ful reception of the Goſpel, and hinted at their bravery 
in ſuffering for the cauſe; he here ſpeaks out, commending 
them more particularly as to their patience and fortitude, | 


"TEXT. 


1THESSALONITANS. 29 
| An. Chriſti | 
TEXT, „ + R4RAPHRAKE a= | 
74 FOR ye, brethren, be- I Have been praiſing you, and that juſt- 14. | | 
came followers of the 1 ly for your ready and chearful recep- 


- 


churches of Gop, tor Ju: tion of the Geſpel, upon its firſt appear- 


Judea are in CHRIST 
uf- ance among you, and have hinted at 


sus: for ye alſo have 
fered like things of your your ſuffering for the cauſe ; but I will "ſt 
own countrymen, ee further and more particularly obſerve to F 

your honour, with what patience and Mi 

fortitude you have ſuffered for the ſake 1 
of religion and conſcience, in imitation 
of the © Chriſtian churches in Fudea; For 
your countrymen (at the * inſtigations 
of the Jeus that live in your city, 
Acts xvii. g.) have treated you much in 


NOTES 


14." The churches of Gov, which in Judea are in Cn Ius: This is the 
ArosTLE's periphraſis for the Chriſtian churches, in Fudea. In what ſenſe they 
are called churches, and not the national church ; Tee Note (4) on chap: i. f. 
Poſſibly un were called the churches in CRI Jesvs, as well as in Gop the 
Father, to diſtinguiſh them from the ui churches, or the og ogues in Ju- 
dea. How the two fundamental articles of the Chriſtian faith ar % 
ted ; ſee Paraphraſe, and Note () on chap. i. 1. 

As to the patience and fortitude of the Chriſtian churches in Judea, ſee Acts 
xii. and Heb. x. 32, 33, 34. 

How theſe Theſſalonians imitated them, ſee chap. i. 6. Acts xvii. 55 13. 
The Jus of Feruſalem had deſired Pilate, a Gentile, to crucify ous Loa p, 
Acts iii. 15, 14, 15. and vii. 52. The Fews of 27 e ſſalonica bad exaſperated 
the Gentiles, and even the Governors of that city, to perſecute his Apoſtle, and 
diſciples, Matt. v. 11. and x. 23. 

*The Romans allowed the Zews a free exerciſe of their religion, not only in 
Judea, but alſo in many Gentile cities through the Roman empire: And they 
conſidered the Chriſtians as a ſect of the Zews, as the worlhipped the ſame 
Gos, and appealed to the fame __ of the Old Toflexwent. The Roman 

overnors therefore could not legally diſturb them; but the Fexvs, though 
they had not the civil power in their hands, could raiſe mobs, and: incenſe the 
rabble againſt them, and ſometimes the Roman magiſtrates : And from the 
repreſentation both of the hiſtory of the acts, and of the apoſtolic epiſtles, as well > 
as from other ancient writings, it appears that moſt of the primitive perſecutions 

rocecded from the malice and oppoſition of the unbelieving es 

This obſervation I had from my truly ingenious and fincere friend, Mr. Zard- 
ner (in that elaborate treatiſe of his, The credibility of the Goſpel hiſtory, &c. ſe. 
cond edition, p. 226, and 258.) And to him I am greatly indebted for many 
other excellent criticiſms upon the ſacred Scriptures. 

| 2 | $547. 
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30 1 THESSALONITANS. 
An. Chr iſti ä 7 w | 
_— PARAPHERASS” 4 TEXLI 
tze ſame manner as the Jews, their As they have of the Jews: 
- countrymen, treated them. | * _ my 3 I5 
. . pro- 
15, For the nation of the Jews have ren- phets, and have perſecuted 
dered themfelves remarkable for their us; and they pleaſe not 
oppoſition to Chriſtianity, having for- = Gop, 
merly murdered their.own prophets that 
propheſied of his coming, and lately 
procured the crucifixion of the Mzs- 
SIAH, When he did come; nay, and 
they ſtill proceed to perſecute his Apo- 
sTLES, prophets, and diſciples; particu- 
larly they have moſt bitterly oppoſed 
- and perſecuted me, as you your ſelves 
©. ſaw at Theſſalonica, and you muſt needs 
have heard of my treatment from them 
elſewhere, for they have often ſought 
my life: By which oppoſition to the 
Goſpel, they highly oftend Gop, and are 
ſo bigotted to their own nation, and ſo 
10 pre- 


— 


NOTES. 
: £4 . 

45. ? "Inofy Y Tos id leg mpopureas, Ixsus and their 09 frophets,)] I Ius, thei 
023, is wanting in moſt of Dr. Mill's ancient MSS. If ir ke * wo 
then ſee Marr. xxiii. 29, 30, 31 3 37. Zuke vi. 23. and xiii. 33, 34. 

But as the word prophers follows the Lox p Jzsvs Cngisr, perhaps, I ius, their 
ou, were more Properly left out; and the ArosTLE meſo” here, not as 
referring to the Old Teſtament prophets, but to the New : And then the ſen- 
tence would run thus, Who hade murdered the Logn Jesvs Curisr and his 

ophets, referring to the caſe of St. Stephen, Acts vii. 58, 59. to which St. 
Paux had been an eye-witneſs, nay concerned in it himſelf; and to the caſe of 
St. Fames, Acta xii. and Heb. xiii. 7. How much and how often the Je per- 
ſecuted CurisrT's ArosTLEs, Prophets and vat; hr ſee Acts iv. 1, Sc. Acts 
v. 17, Oc. Acts vi. 11, Oc. and vii. 54, Cc. and viii. 14. and ix. 1, Cc; 29. 


and xii. 1, Cc. and xiii. 6, Gg; 45, Oc. and xiv. 2, Cc; 19, Oc. and xvii, 5, Oc. 
and xvill. 6; 12—17. and xix. 13; 33. and xxi. 27, Sc. and xxii. 22, Cc. 
and xxiii. 2 3 103 12, Sc. and xxiv. 2———9. and xxvi. 2——15, and 
2 _ _ XX111. 34. ow = 22, 23. and xi. 52. 2 Cor. xi. 24. This 
i Was indeed the very treatment which his Diſciples might expect, from ſuch as 
cou through envy murder ſo holy and 2 — 2 @ d 
* er 8 | 2 


\ 


ent a perſon as their Logn and 


55 2 Not 
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1 THESSALONIANS. T 


TEXT PUARAPHRASE a. 


Gov, and are contrary. to prejudiced againſt all others, that they 


6 all men : Forbidding us to may juſtly * be looked upon as the com 


h G ® - — y 
8 L Fi mon enemies of mankind ; particularly 16. 


up their fins alway : for the in that they would (if oſſible) hinder 
wrath us from preaching the Chriſtian doctrine 

do the Gentiles, though 'tis in order to 

their eternal ſalvation. | 

And * thus are they intirely filling up 

che meaſure of their ſin every where, 
3 and 


NOTES 


Not only have the Heathen authors given the us this character of an 
obſtinate, prejudiced people (ſuch as Tacitus, Fuvenal, &c.) but alſo their own 
prophet, Ezek. iii. 4——9. and v. 6. and Zoſephus, their own hiſtorian, 

he reaſon why the ArosTLE does here term them diſpleaſers of Gon, and 
enemies to mankind, was their violent oppoſition to the Gentiles being received 
into the Chriſtian church upon equal Terms with them, who had been ſo long 
the church and people of Gop : This was the elder brother's murmuring at the 
reception of his younger brother, the prodigal ſon. Upon this account the Zews 
not only rejected Chriſtianity themſelves, but alſo forbad the ArosTLE to preach 
unto the Gentiles, even though it was that they might be ſaved. And if St. 
Paul would: but have inſiſted upon the Gentiles becoming Zews, or proſelyres 
of righreonſwe, before they were admitted as Chriſtians ; then one of the 
cateſt ſtumbling blocks would have been taken out of the way of the Zewws ; 
though perhaps as great a-one might have thereby been caft in the way to the 
converſion of the Gentiles. | | | 
From his ſaying ſuch harſh things of the nus in this epiſtle, it may reaſonably 
be conjectured that he had obferved-an uncommon rancor and malice in the un- 
believing Jews at T heſſalonica, which had ſtrongly and deeply affected him 5 
(and indeed, their not only perſecuting the Chriſteans at ble; but their + 
purſuing them alſo to Berga, with the ſame view, ſhow'd their malice and vi- 
rulence to be amazingly great!) for he generally ſpeaks more mildly and ten- 
derly of his o nation, Rom. ix. 1, Sc. Ram. x. and xi chap. See Locke s 
Note on Gal. 1. 4. and on Rom. ii. 1, 2. and on vii. 7, and on x. 15. and on xi. 33. 
See here alſo Note (* chap. i. 4 
1 would only add, that we may ſee in theſe two verſes what were St. Pavr's 
ſentiments of perſecution, fince he turned Chriſtiau; he aſcribes it to the De- 
vil, ver. 18, and chap. iii. 5. as being one of the greateſt of fins. See Note () 
on ver. 18. f 
16. Their filling up the meaſure of their fins was by murdering our Lon vo 
Jzsvs CuRisrT, and perſecuting his diſciples, Lake xi. 49, 30, 51. 2 Cor. i. 7. 
Gal. vi. 17. Phil. 11. 10. Col. 1. 24. * ; | 
This moſt grievous fin was as it were an aniting all the guilt of mankind in one 
act of e ens; and therefore it was to be puniſhed with a moſt 8 
| | an 
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and their deſtruction ſhall accordingly wrath is come upon them 
be dreadful, durable, and exemplary : to the uttermoſt. 

But the Gp ſhall prevail againſt their, 

and all oppoſition ; and their time is but 

ſhort, for compleat vengeance is hang- 

ing over their heads, and the ſtorm is juſt 

ready to burſt upon them. 


NOTES. 


and exemplary puniſhment ; as if all the temporary puniſhment of finners had 
been deferred till then, and was to have been collected, in order to fall upon 
their heads with the greater vengeance, Gen. xv. 16. Matt. xxiii. 31, 32=35. 

n oyd es 7440, perfect wrath, or compleat and durable vengeance, 5e 
z dulzs, is coming upon them; ſo would I read it, as tp9aoe is an Aoriſt. 

Tis true, a judicial blindneſs had ſeized them; but the remarkable de- 
ſtruction was approaching, propheſied of, Dan. ix. 27. Matt. xxiv. They re- 


turned from their former captivities; but 1 5 % es r-, a wy. divine Judg- - 


ment has befallen them, fince their crucifixion of the Lox p of life and glory. 

Above 1600 years have they been difperſed among the nations, and Jeruſa- 
Jem is ſtill trodden under foot of the Gentiles; and ſhall be ſo until the times, 
which Gop hath appointed for the Gentiles, be fulfilled, Luke xxi. 24. 

So eminently did the wrath of Gop appear in the deſtruction of the e 
the city Jeruſalem, and the nation of Judea, as the like never happened before, 
neither ſhall the like calamity befal any city or nation. This deſtruction was 
drawing nigh, when the ArosrTE wrote THis ErisrLE ; nay, and actually hap- 
pened within twenty years after. 5 


—_— — — it. tC. n 


e * > as * —_— 


S C T. u. N. 2 
Chap. ii, 17—20. 
CONTENTS. 


11 E ArosTLE does here again expreſs his great affection 
for the Theſſalonians, and his earneſt deſire to make them 
another viſit ; which he aſſures them he had more than once at- 
tempted, but SATAN had always hindered him ; by which vehe- 


ment expreſſion he again obliquely reflects upon the anbelieving 


Jews. 
THAT. 


Au. Chriſt i 


TEXT PARAPHRASE a. 


* 

17 NUT we, brethren, being HE. particular injury, which I now 17. | 
B ken rom | Tu e T ag the 2 of the unbelieving ny 
not in bett, endeavoured Few, is, that they have lately * tore me | 
the more abundantly to ſee . from you, as a dying affectionate father 

g Jour face with great defire. from his diſtreſſed children, whom he 

1% Wherefore we would _y leaves naked and defenceleſs orphans, 

gags 5) _ — amidſt a wicked world: But, bleſſed be 
but Gow, © My brethren, our ſeparation: is 

only for a very ſhort ſeaſon, and that 
merely as to bodily preſence, but not at 
all in heart or affection ; for the more 
forcibly and violently I was driven from 
you, the more earneſtly, and the more 
exceedingly do I long to ſee you again: 
For, I have not only ſent Timothy, to 18. 
ſee how affairs went among you, bur I 

Paul have my ſelf once and again at- 
tempted to return unto you. 

Nor was it a groundleſs and unreaſon- 

able fear of what might befal me, or any 
4 Pe want 


NOTE S. 


17. > *Arogpariciw]ss dd dh, being taken from you.] The original word is 
hae very emphatical : It is an duften to that N and reluctance of 
heart, with which dying, affectionate parents take their leave of their own 
children, when they are juſt going to leave them helpleſs orphans, expoſed to the 
injuries of a mercileſs and wicked world; or that ſorrow of heart, with which 
poor deſtitute orphans cloſs the eyes of their dying parents: By which zzeraphor 

the ArosTLE. docs here, in a very lively and tender manner, expreſs the concern 
and reluctance with which he had parted from his young converts at Thefſalo- 
unica, being forcibly and violently driven away from them by the «nbelieving 
ews, and leaving thoſe his ſpiritual children amidſt the moſt reſtleſs and mali- 
Lious enemies, without him, their father in the Goſpel, to guide, defend, Tup- 

rt and incourage them, Acts xvii. 5 ; 10. | ; 

© He calls them brethren and beloved, and beloved brethren, chap. 1. 4. and 
ii. 1; 8, 9 3 143 17. and ili. 7. and iv. 1310313. and v. 1 3 43 12514 3 25, 
26, 27. i. e. no leſs than ſeventeen times in this ſhort Epiſtle ; whereby he not 
only teſtifies his ve affectionate remembrance of them, but alſo deſigned, per- 
haps, to infinuate that he looked upon them as Chriſtsan brethren, as well as 
the Jewiſh converts, how much ſoever the Zeros or judaizing Chriſtians might 


oppole hn dee Note (o) on chap. - 4. 18. 
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19. 


— 


want of concern for you, that hindered but Saran hindred us. 
me: But moſt wicked and malicious For what ig our hope, or 19 


| » | f re} ? 
men, who are the“ emiffaries of SATAN, Ma vn Tg 0 


and likeft to that apoſtate ſpirit himſelf, fence of our Logy Jzsvs 
have often oppoſed me, and ſought wy Cusler, at his yy 3 
life; and by making my preſence neceſ- * 
fary elſewhere, they have thus far pre- 
vented my return to you. But do not 
imagine that I am unmindful of you, be- 
cauſe I am abſent; for whence do I draw 
my expectations of the reward fo graci- 
ouſly promiſed in the Gel to the vir- 
tuous and diligent? What may I pro- 
duce that day to rejoice in? or with 
what crown do I expect to be adorned, 
when I ſhall ſtand before the Lord Je- 
sus CurisT, as my great and glorious 
Judge? Is it not that you (among others) 
will be made glorious and happy, in 
conſequence of my planting the everlaſt- 
ing Goſpel among you:? 1 


NOTES. 


18. * When the Hebrews would have expreſſed any thing remarkably great 
they uſed to add the name of Gop to it: Os wet he s, 4 — great 
trembling, is in the Hebrew,. a zrembling of Gon, 1 Sam. xiv. 15. and what we 
read rhe great mountains, Pfal. xxxyi. 6. is in the Hebrew, the mountains of 
Gop ; and J/a. xxix. 1. An IETI fignifies, the great Lion, or the Lion of Gov. 
So when they deſcribed the moſt wicked men, they called them the miniſters, 
ſervants, or children of Saran, and ſometimes SA TAN bimſelf, John xiv. 30. 
compared with John xiu. 2. and xviii. 2, Jobs viii. 44. 2 Cor, xi. 15. Rev. 
ii. 10. becauſe they imitate, and comply with the temptations of that wicked 
ſpirit, who is at the head of the apoſtaſy from Gov, and the moſt remarkable 
enemy in the univerſe to truth and goodneſs. | | 

The unbelieving Jews of TnkssALoN A were the perſons intended; and in- 
decd the ſenſe of their great ſpite and malice ſeems to have dwelt ſtrongly up- 
en the AyosTLE's mind, during the writing of this whole Epiſtle. 

19. © How 5 does St. Pa ux expreſs himſelf in this part of the Epi- 
file, heaping up words upon words, to give ſome vent to the fulneſs of hi 


heart! Ver. 17. he tells the TuESsALONIANs, that he was tore from them as 
2 a dying 


t THESSALONTANS. 


TEXT. PARAPHRASE vt, 
WOW 
In whatever others may rejoice, or 20. 


20 For ye are our glory and 

joy. 1 ir my higheſt honour, and 
it affords me the greateſt pleaſure, that I 
have convetted you (as well as numbers 
of other Gentiles) to the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion: And if it now afford me ſo muck 


_  » glory and joy, how much greater will it 
6 1019 bn 27 rg zd mot at fart afford 


4 


| "NOTE F: | -l | bk Ac 2 | ' A e 70 
1 ON, ; 2389 19402 2:4] 2455 | n Lott ENG eee e Sh ITO 
a dying affectionate parent from his own children, who are ſhortly to be or- 

; but then he adds, that it was only (obs kad dene) for rhe. [pace of 
an hour; and that ſhort abſence did not at all interrupt their mutual affecti- 


t (ſays he) Tseuoiges toned art 74 mrbawnre var. day th TAK 


on ; but 
| d 4, Wi endeavour d. more abundantly, to ſee your face, with great de- 
re 3, but. our Eugliſh tranſlation reaches. not the vehemence of the Greek. 
is is. exactly St. PAur d. manner; for when his Heart was warmed, he had an 
uncommon ardeney in his expreſſions. 2 Cr. iv. 17. comparing this miſerable 
life with Hzavzn, how does he diminiſh the one, and fy the other! 
T2 Dix inapcyy nec nh, how light, how tranſient does he repreſent 
the calamities of this life ! but, as one with the proſpect, in what rapturcs 
docs he: ſpeak 8 0 calling it 7 ce elt Na ore Lawyer 2 
Þ&ns, twas not. only glory, but a weight of glory, an eternal weight of glorg, 
ee 


=p exceeding, nay, Jar mare exceedin 
* — T and after all, calla it 


mountain upon mountain, and ygerba upon Hygerbole ; and after all, ca 
the glory, which is yet ta Ie reuen d. In this 19th ver here is. the ſame vchc 
mence uſcd again in expreſſing his affection for the Theſſalonians : For, what ts 
our hape, or joy, or orown of rejoicing ?\ what is all this: world to us f dr hat 
do we valuc, in compariſon of your converfion. and ſalvation ??: 
He here either alludes to the.crowns in which the vor at the. Grecian. games 
glaried, and: rejoiced. :, Or, to, the. crowns ware by kings, or ſuch a they. hoy 
nour'd, upon high and. ſolemn feſtixala; If the. latter be alluded tu, fea: Cantic, 
ili. 14. "Zh. vi. Prog. Wi. 37. Seel. Xvi 329. and. Kilt $24 Haig 1-13 
and vi. 31. and xv. 6., and, then. the ſenſe would; run thus ; What: crown cas 
expect to receive from my Lok p, in that great day, as my glory and my joy, 
and the badge of his honouring me, except it be from my having been the iu- 


ſtrument of converting you, and other Gentiles ? 
But I rather take this to be an alluſion to the crowning of the victor in the 


Grecian games, in as much as the Theſſalonians were well * with rboſz 

ames; and this ſame ArosTLE does elſewhere ſo often allude to them, repre- 
. 4 our Lox D Jzsvs CHRIST, as guide and Judge, fitting at the end of the 
race, with a crown in his hand, to put upon the victors head, Heb. xii. a. compa- 


red with 1 Cor. Ix. 24 — 27. 
The ſenſe then will run thus: What crown can I expect as my glory and my 


joy ? or, how can IT hope to be treated as victor by my righteous judge in the 


Ja day, unleſs I can preſent you as holy and acceptable, in conſequence of my 
1948 F 2 Preacb- 
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1 THESSALONIAMN Ss. 
PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 


afford me, when we ſhall ſtand toge- 


judgment, and in the other word; and rejoiced in the pro 


ther in the judgment of the laſt day? 
& a6 low 2s), 1 NO 7 E S. 


caching the goſpel among you t i Y du, are not even ye?] Some 
_ s 4: it 125 Are —— «io among others ? I am dubious which is the 
true tranſlation; for tis certain, that St. Pavr converted great numbers beſides 
the THxs8ALONIANS, in whom he might rejoice and glory at the laſt day: And 
yet 'twas alſo his common manner to ſpeak" more particularly of the perſons to 
whom he was writing, confidering them, at that time, as his chief care; ſo ar- 
dent and affectionate was his manner of addreſs! chap. iii. 8. 2 Cor. i. 6; 


— 


It; 14. Phil. iv. 1. | | | 
20. f St. Pa vx expected to know the TnESSALONLIANS 0 at the day of 
rd ; pet of meeting 
them amongſt the holy and glorified in hat day, eſpecially as he had been ſoin- 
ſtrumental towards their converſion and ſal vation. From hence we may hope to 
know our friends in another world; but then all temporal conſanguinity and re- 
lation ſhall ceaſe, and we ſhall gm in one another there only in proportion to 
the degrees of virtue and holineſs, and as we have here mutually contributed to 


promote one another's knowledge and charity, virtue and piety. When this ani- 


mal nature, and thoſe affections and qualities, that are ſuited to this animal 
ſtate and terreſtrial life, ſhall be put off, and we ſhall have qualities and af- 


ſections fit only for an intellectual ſtate 1 in this ſenſe the body, which we 


Mall have at the reſurrection, is called the ſpiritual body, 1 Cor. xv. 44-) We 
ſhall then ſee things in à different light, and our reliſh will be altered; for 
where rational injoyments are in their higheſt perfection, rational beings, that 
have the true taſte, will value one another in an exact proportion to their pu- 
rity and perfection, knowledge, charity and holineſs, ooh 

hat a glorious motive ought this to be to us (as it was here to the brave St. 
Pavr I) to cultivate in our ſelves, and to promote in all our friends and ac- 
quaintance, knowledge and virtue, goodnefs and charity! This will leave laſt- 
ing and happy effects, when all cm y relation will he over, and be a pleaſu- 
rable reflection to us and them many thouſands of ages hence, when it will, per- 
haps, be almoſt forgot in what temporary relations we here ſtood to one another ; 
or that ever there was ſuch a thing as this preſent planetary ſyſtem. = 


1 THESSALONIANS. 


SECT. II. N. z. . 


| Chap. iii. 113. 


HE concExx which the ArosTLE was under, for the 
ſtedfaſtneſs and perſeverance of the Theſſaloni ant, had 
made him ſend Timothy to them, and the good news which T. 


mothy had brought back, was matter of great joy to him: He 


here tells them that tis his daily prayer, that Gop in his provi- 
dence would remove all obſtacles, and permit him to make them 
another viſit, that he might further inſtruct and eſtabliſh them 


in the Chriſtian faith, and in their love to Gop and man, that 


they might all meet their Judge with acceptance at the laſt 


TEXT. PARAPHRASE.. 


I Herefore when we 
could no longer for- 
bear, we thought it good 


O « full of anxiety was I for you, that 
when I could bear it no longer, and 


8 


to be left at Arbens alone: Vet found it impracticable for me to.res- 
And turn; for your ſakes e re- 
icrred the being > eng 


(3871 


NOTES. 
1. 6 Krieg here, and 5iywr, ver. 5. have the force of the Hebrew con- 
jugation Hithpahel. | 
To be left at Arnzus alone.] Sce the hifry prefix'd to this Epiſtle; 
5. Tis hence I infer that St. Tube did not Hs accompany St. 
Don, after his joining company with him, Acts xvi. 10. and that Silas LSI. 
uanus] did not come up with the ArosrLR, whilſt he was at Athens, but after- 


wards at Corinth: For though St. Pavr does here ſpeak in the plural number 


faccording to the common reading) yet he oſten does ſo, when he means on 
himſelf : See Mr. Locxz's general preface to St. Pavri's Epiſtles, and his Nate 
(») on 2 Cor. x. 12. and I am apt to think he does ſo here : For what ſenſe 
could be put upon his being left dlone at Athens; if uy of his companions had 
been there with him ? Accordingly T heodorer (as Dr... Mills informs; us) reads 
bro, inſtead of bye. The account therefore of this part of the hiſtory of St. 
Pars, and his companions, lies thus: Silas and Temorby tarried. behind at 
Berœa, when the ArosTLs went to Athens; Timothy came up to him at; 
Atbens, Silas ſtill tarrying at Berea. From Athens, the Arosrrf ſent Timo. 
1hy back to Tyeſſalonica, and went himſelf the mean while to Corinth; 3 
| uas 


„ 1THESSALONTANS 
0g FP 8 
e PARAPHRASE TEXT. 


. and ſent back Timothy (whom I could Andſent Timorbeusour bro- a 
ill have ſpared, as I was then among = en cee 
ſtrangers and enemies, and no other com- the Goſpel of Cunler, to 


panion, or Cbriſtian brother to aſſiſt me) eſtabliſh. you, and tu comfort 
and, F would have you conſider that 83 your faith ; 


his coming is almoſt as well as if I had — * — TI be 3 


come to you my ſelf; for he is my * * ſelves . that 
dear 'brother, an a roved. miniſter of | 
Geb, and a fal diligent fellow- 
labouret in 55 the everlaſting Gg, 
fel; and my deſign in ſending fo worthy 
a perſon, was purely to eſtabliſh, you. in 
ths "Chriſtian religion, which you had ſo 
lately imbraced, and to comfort you 
under. all_the afflictions, to which, your 
profeſing Chr;ftiamty might expoſe you; 
3. particularly leſt 200 ſhould. be ſtaggered 
* bo te an 2 1975 $ of — 75 ene- 
I the. unbelieui 
Jeu) ry and e oe to which ou 
w ime, YOUR APosTLE, expoſed : 
you' may caſſly perceive that this is — 
treatment * which we are to expect from 


an 
aan en 32: ee NOTES. : 
Silas came up to him from Ferea, and Timor from The alone brit 
him the hes le news of the 3 Xx . in « bringing 


Cori . CAS xviii. J and his writing abu — to the T heſſalonians, ſtil! 
fl lin them, as well as * bir conſtant and af 
fektionate concern for them. 


— all theſe affairs, there's no mention made, of St. Luke. | 
Such titles are frequently, given to Zimorhy, and other of the-AroerLs's 
lane Rom. xv1, 21, 1 Cor. iv. 2 and xvi. 10.3 20. 2 Cor. i. 19. and 


vill. 23. pb. vi. 21. Col. iv. . See Notes GY and (% on Philemon, 


ver. 1. 

0 * Veri 43 J. 22 4. Sn Here ſees to: be a particular alluſion 
to As ix..15, 16. and xx. 23. What, ArosnLes;. Propbers,' and even common 
ay were. to expect in the, —— ſee: Matt. x. 34.39. and xvi. 24. 


> Mark 


1 THESSALONTANS. 


TEXT. 
we are appointed thereun- 
4 to. For verily when we 

were with you, we told 1272 
before, that we ſhould ſuf- 
fer tribulation; even as it 
came to paſs, and ye know. 
5 For this cauſe when I could 
no forbear, I ſent to 
know your faith, leſt by 
ſome means the tempter 
have tempted you, and our 
6 labour be in vain. But 
now, when Timotheus came 
from you unto us, and 
brought us good tidings of 
your faith and charity, _ 
t 


Mark via. 24. and xii. 1 
17 
| 5. m Acts xvii. 5, c. 


v See ver. 1. D e Ls rs 

o Sce Note (4) on chap. Ii. 18. | tn 45 | N 

» He did not think their election of Gor (chap. i. 4.) ſufficient, without fur- 
ther admonitions from him; and watching, prayer, and perſeverance in faith 
and holineſs in them; vithout theſe he intimates that all that he and they 


had yet done, would prove in vain. 


ſuch fierce and ravening wolves®, I could 


you, without ſending to, know your fi- 


29. Eph. ili. 13. Phil. i. 14. % Tim. iii. 12. 
4. Jabs xiii, 19. Adds xiv. 22» 


PARAPHRASE, ai. 
AY 


an ignorant, wicked world, as long as 
we continue to preach the Goſpel among 
them, or even to profeſs, and practiſe it 
our ſelves. | 2 UF 
Nay, when we were at Theſſalonics, 
we foreſaw, and foretold you what we 
were likely to ſuffer for the cauſe, and 
(as you may eaſil Nen the event 
did exactly verify our prediction: For 
this the unbelieving Fews, more particu- 
larly, occaſion to us every Where. 
And ® having left you in the midſt of 


r _—_——_—_—— 


no longer bear up under my anxiety for 


delity and ſtedfaſtneſs; for I was great- 
ly afraid that (at the * inſtigation of 
the tempter, the grand enemy of all that 
is good) ſome trial might befal you, 
which might prove ? too much for 
cauſe you to throw off. the profeſſioff of 
Chriſtianity, and render our labour a- 
mong you vain and ineffectual, 

But when Timothy returned (A, 
xviii. 5.) and brought me the agreeable 
news of your perſeverance under all 
your diſcouragements, of your 2 


NOTES. 


1 Pet. ii. 1. 


3 Tagg- 


40 1 THESSALONTANS. 


| An.Chriſii 
tn, PARAPHRASE. 
46.0 for us and for the Chriſtian religion, and 


that you always make a kind and ho- 
nourable mention of us, deſiring to ſee 
us again, as we do to ſee you When 
(I fay) I received this good news, my 
bretbren , all my afflictions and neceſ- 
ſities , ſtraits and difficulties vaniſhed 


like a dream , and joy took the full poſ- 
8. ſeſſion of my ſoul. For now I live in- 


deed, ſeeing you continue ſtedfaſt in 
the profeſſion, faith, and practice of the 


TEXTS 


that ye have remem- 
ink of us 2 deſi- 
ring greatly to ſee us, as 
we alſo to /ee you: 'There- ? 
fore, brethren, we were 
comforted over you in all 
our affliction and diftreſs, 
by your faith. For now $ 
we live, if ye ſtand faſt 
in 


Cbriſtian religion, in which, through the 


favour of Gov, I was imploy'd in initi- 
"ating you (Eph. iii. 8.) 
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ly at Theſſalonica and Bere. 


want of the neceſſaries and comforts of this 


chap. ii. 9. 


kid Ni 901 - * 18713 ; : 

2 Tleggrxninbuedy muſt either be an Hehraiſim, and anſwer to ru in Niphal, 
2 Sam, xiii. 39, or elſe we muſt follow the reading of the Alexandrian MSS. 
Sanin (Vid. MG.) to which laſt I rather incline. | 
Flere's another reference to the treatment of the unbelieving ers, in the 

word (aide)! aflifiion ; and what wonder is it that he ſhould ſo frequently 
hint at their carriage towards him; conſidering how they had oppoſed him at 

Corinth, juſt before the writing of this Epiſtle, Acts xvii. 6. as well as former- 


r-Here's a frajeftion in the words, which in conſtruction muſt run thus: 
am & dh igt, on vd Th Wie & drdyxy nuev. If by (drdyxn) ne- 
ceſſity, be underſtood the ArosTLE's hunger and thirſt, cold and nakedneſs, 


life ; he would ſcarce have 


mentioned ſuch a word in writing to the getierous Philippians. But the T heſ- 
ſalonians had permitted him to labour for bread with his own hands. See 


Fer. 4. and chap. ii. 2; 15. How does the-cznzzovs AOS T LE overlook his 
own afflictions, and put on an air of joy and tranſport ! nay, he did ſincerely 
rejoice in their good, and acquaint them with it, to comfort, and eſtabliſh the 


ecured Chreſtians in The ſſalonica, who were apt to droop and deſpond of 
2 and would Rel bern much more — to of if THEIR Aro- 


STLE had been dejected. 


Here's a pattern for all the paſtors of the Chriſtian church; it would have 
gone nigh to have broke the ArosTLE's heart, or at leaſt have robbed him of 
much of the ſatisfaction and comfort of life, to have heard that his converts at 
Theſſalonica, or <:{ewhere, did not perſevere : But twas joy, twas comfort, 


*twas life worth injoying, to hear of their ſtedfaſtneſs and verance ! 


: © 


Ses 


1 THESSALONIANS. 


＋ NN PAR AP HR ASE, ann 


in the Lon p. For what And what thanks ſufficient, or equal, 


thanks can we render to | | 
Gov again for you, ſor all can I render unto My 'GoD, upon your 


4r 


An, Chriſti 


2. 


9. 


the joy wherewith' we joy account, if I only conſider the exceed- 


for your ſakes, before ovs in great joy, wherewith (in the midſt 


10 Gop : Night and day pray- of all my hardſhips and afflictions) you 

ing exceedingly that we | 
might ſee your face, and f * 
might perſect that which is matter of praiſe and thankſgiving unto 


lack- GoD, which your converſion and ſted- 
faſtneſs have occaſioned ? And ſuſpect not 
my ſincerity in ſuch high and warm ex- 


have filled my breaſt, and the abundant 


preſſions, for I ſpeak as in the preſence 


of Gop, the Searcher of all hearts! 
Nay, and whenever 1 praiſe Gon, I 
forget not to pray fervently * night and 
day, that to this joyful news of your fi- 
delity, God would * over and above add 
this favour, vi. to gratify me with ta- 
king away all lets and hindrances, and 
permit me, in his wiſe and good provi- 
dence, to return and make you another 


vit, chat 1 might further ? inſtru 


you 


NOTES. 


See Note (1) chap. i. 3. | 

10. N and day.) This is according to the Few way of reckoning z 
who begin the | 
the next evening. So chap. ii. 9. and Gen. i. 5. The evening and the morning 
avere the firſt day. 

x T £x Tees, exceedingly,] This phraſe ſignifies, oder and above, 1 The 


v. 13. and Epb. iii. 20. Zrajetions are ſo common in all languages, and to 


frequent with St. Pavr, that 'tis no wonder that the order of the words in con- 
ſtruction ſhould vary from the order in which he has placed them. The words 
of this ſentence I would: have run thus in conſtruction, P:5usra &5 73 i va 
73 acigowrov, uni ixmiets, Vid, LeClerc in Hammond. Doi. 

Y Kaaglioa T4 voighuala + wirzos vwh/ ; that I might perfect that which is 
lacking in your faith.) When the AyosTLEs firlt planred a Church, they gene- 
rally taught them only the plain and fundamental articles of the Chroſtian faith, 
viz. that there is one Gor, and one Mediator between Gop and men, the man 
Curisr Jxsus, 1 Tim. ii. 5, And befides this faith, they acquainted them 
with the neceſſity of repentance , and new obedience. But they did not think 
it ſufficient to plant a church, and _ to leave it to ſhift for it ſelf: No, 3 


eir days at fix a- Clock in the evening, and end them at fix a- Clock 


10. 
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n, PARAPHRASE. TEXT 
WV 


ou in the Chriſtian faith, and ſo eſtabliſh lacking in your faith ? Now 1 
45 more thoroughly in the belief and Gop himſelf and our father, 


i 5+ : d L 'E 
obedience of the Chriftian doctrine, chap. Cn 3 Aire "BY _ 


11. iv. 13, yy And, beſides hn henna any you. And . n 12 
| rayers, I now again pray, that reat e you: to © an 
Hob, even our 2 "ey the 3 abound in love A 
Jesvs CHRIST would ſhortly make my EA | 
way * plain to TyzssALoNICA, that 1 
might once more ſee my dear and affecti- 
onate friends there. | 
12. In the mean time, may the Lord Ix- 
sus CHRIST fill your hearts with love 
one towards another, and with the moſt 
hearty benevolenceand charity to all man- 
kind, making youto aboundtherein to *as. 
high 


NOTES. 


they had given them time to digeſt the firſt principles of the oracits of Gon, 
and ſeen, or heard how things went ww — then they — 1 


cherifhed what they had planted 3. rectifying any diſorders, or miſtakes, in- 
ſtructing them further, and in the more minute dodtrines of Chriſtianity ; either. 
viſiting them in perſon, or writing letters to them, or ſending them Evancs- 
LI8Ts,, or ſuch as uſually attended upon them; and, if the caſe required it, 
_— by themſelves, or their meflengers, ordaining biſhops and deacons among 
them. „ | 

Thus St. Pa vr ſays, that the care of all the churches was daily upon his mind, 
1 Cor. xi. 28. In confirmation of this, compare the following texts, Acts xiv. 21, 
22, 23. and. xv. 36, and xvi. 1 5. and xix. I. and XX. 1,2; 7. Rom. i. 

8 14. and xv. 22, 23. 1 Cor. ii. 1, c. 79 xvi. 12.) 1 Cor. iii. 1, 
2, 3. and xv. 51, and xvi. 7. 2 Cor. xii. 14. 1 The ii. 18. and iv. 13. 
Note on chap. v. 12. 

11. This prayer of St. PA vr. was heard, and his requeſt granted; for he had 
an opportunity to go over Macedonia again, once or twice, and to give them. 
much exhortation, Acts xx. 1, 2,3. He then very probably perfected what 
was ſtill lacking in their faith, and rectified or confirmed them as to their 
practice; ſee the preceding Note. | 

12. * Tazopdoa and Tremweivoa have here the force of the Hebreco conjuga- 
tion Hiphil. As to the ſenſe of this, ſee. 1 Cor. ix. 8. 

Here's Chriſtian friendſhip! Love to one another, and to al} mankind! chap. 
v. 13, 14, 15. See Note (/) on Philem. ver. 17. | 

d Tbe ArosrLE's love to the 'TurssALonans was ſo great and ardent, as to 
be fit to be propoſed as a ſtandard. or pattern for their love to one another, _ 
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TEX I.  PARAPHRASE af 
| her, and towards all hi 5 
2 en baſs 2 as our love abounds to- 


gab. ver hae un And, may he ſo eſtabliſh your hearts in 13. 

blameable in holineſs be- holineſs, as that you may be found blame- 

fore Gop, even — Father, leſs and intirely acceptable, when you ſhall 

35 r * be preſented before Gop, even our Fa- 

Je Saw, ther, by the Loxp Jxsus CuRtsT, who 
will come at the laſt day as univerſal 
Judge, attended by all his ſaints as well 
as by all the holy angels; and then will | 
it appear, not only what every man has ; ; 
done, but with what deſigns and inten- "0 
tions, and from what motives and prin- 
ciples every man has acted. | 


NOTE Ss. 


for their charity and benevolence to all mankind. And what a powerful and af- 
ſectionate argument was this 1 

13. How often, and how skilfully does he mention the Lon p Jzsvs | 
Cars, and his coming to judgment, to ſupport and animate them both to do, | 
and to ſuffer r the good, and holy, and acceptable will of Gop ! | 

' Ova Loa p Jzsvs CnRISTH will come with all his ſaints, Zech. xiv. 5. 4 Theſe | = 
i. 10. and which of the Theſſalonians but would defire to be of that happy 
number ? 1 Th. ii. 19. and iv. 14——18. and v. 23. Jud. ver. 14. 

Grotius mentions a MS. that read dyyiauy angels, inſtead of 4% ſaints. 
If that be the true reading, ſee Mart. xvi. 2). and Xv. 31. Day. vii 10. 
Mark viii. 38. | 

When our Loxp JESUS Cunrisr comes thus attended, he will preſent all his 
fincere and faithful followers to 3 unblameable in e x Cor. i. 8. 
Phil. i. 10. Theſe are high expreſſions, when uſed of imperfect man; but by 
the — of Gop, and through the mediation of our Lon v J=svs Canon, 
the fincere will be treated as honourably as if they had been blameleſs, i. e, their 
human frailties will be pitied, and their fins, which they have repented of, and 
OY will be blotted out, by his father and their father, his Gop and their 

OD. | 
Who would not defire to be thus preſented to Gop, even our father, at the 
coming of our Lox D Jzsvs CHRIST, attended by all his ſaints and all the holy 
angels ! Matt. xxiv. 42. 2 Cor. xi. 2. Eph. v. 27. Col. i. 2%. 2 Pes, iii. 14. 


G 2 SEC. 
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2. 
i cus. 12. 


JJ 

| PART II. of this EYISTL E. 

Hs finiſhed the main deſign of this Epiſtle, he proceeds 
O 


(according to what was afterwards his uſual cuſtom) to lay 
wn ſeveral practical directions, ſuited to the ſtate of that church 


to which he writes. 


Chap. iv. 18. 
CONTENTS. 


E exhorts them to an holy life, and cautions them parti- 
cularly againſt wuncleanneſs, to which the idolatrous Gen- 


Tiles were very much addicted, and that in almoſt all the kinds 


and degrees of it: And he backs his advice by the authority of 
Gop, and of the LoRDU JESUS CHRIST, and by his own autho- 
Tity, as he was AN INSPIRED APOSTLE, or by their privileges, 
as they were favoured with ſeveral of the GiFTs cr THE 


SPIRIT, 


FW rere e 


H' 8 5 the main deſign of my 2 _ ot be- 
Epiſile, and cautioned you ve F 
3 againſt apoſtaſy el 2 a * 
Chri/tian faith, and that notwithſtand- 
ing all that I Your AposrLE, or you 
your ſelves, have ſuffered, or may ſuffer, 
upon that account; | 
What remains, but that J conclude 
with ſome practical directions, in order 
to 


NOTES. 


1. 4 T2 A , put for x7! 73 Ai, the ſenſe of which is given in the Paraphraſe, 


vis. that he had done with the main defign of the Epiſtle, and was now draw- 


ing to 4 conc]uſion, 2 Cor. xiii, 11, Eph. vi. 10. 
| Sec 


— 


1'THESSAL ONTAN'S. 


TEXT PARAPHRASE NN 


Lony Ja$vs, that as ye to your living becoming your profeſſion 
| have. received. of us, bow of the Goſpel, and that vo ma recome 


Rede Ges, * ar mend Chriſtianity to the WORLD around 
Abound more and more. You. | 4) STM 


2 For ye know what com- And I beg of you, my bretbren, and: 


mandments we gave jou beſeech you, by the love and authority . 


er 3 of our LorD J=sVs CHRIST, and by 


even your ſanctification, that your hopes of eternal ſalvation in and 

ye through him, chat, as“ I have taught 

ou, that virtuous and holy courſe of 

life, which is ſo acceptable and well 

leaſing unto GoD, you would not bare- 

| comply with my advice, as you do in- 

eed at preſent, but that you would en- 

deavour to be making a continual” pro- 
greſs, and to excel therein. | 

For you cannot be ignorant, nor cn 

you have already forgot, what rules 1 

gave you from the LoRD JESUSCHRIST, 

and by what motives I preſſed them up- 

on you, according to that illumination and 

authority which I have from above * 

For this (as I often aſſured you) is the 

expreſs will of GoD, and evidently de- 

clared to be ſo by the Goſpel revelation, 


viz, that you, and all that profeſs them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, ſhould live in? purity 


NOTES. 


« See Note (*) chap. ii. 12. ver. 8. of this chapter, Phil. i. 2 7 

f Kelllas Y Wir rent, US YC 7 do wall, is added in ſeve ancient MSS. 
and verſions, mention'd by Dr. Aills, and is agrecable enough to St. PavL's 
manner of commending perſons for what they had done right, in order to ex- 
cite them to N improve. Ver. 10. and Philem. ver. 55 10 

2. & Sce Note () on chap. iti. 13. The ArosTLEs th elves were to 
teach nothing but what they received from CHRIST. F 
3. > Whether Timor had brought him an aceount of their being apt to offend 
in the following Inſtances, or he had obſerved: himſelf, when be was among 
them, how unwillingly they gave up ſach a conformity to their neighbours, or 

1 'S 


he 


. 
— rent I ⁰ V 


46 1 THESSALONIANS. 
An, Cheiſi 58 | 


8 


and chaſtity, abſtaining from all man- ye ſhould abſtain from for- 
-4- ner of uncleanneſs, and uſing their bo- f ve e mage 
dies (which are * veſſels of honour, fem- poll tis vellel in Landi 
ples. of the Holy Ghoſt, and appointed to a fication, and honour ; Not; 
_ glorious reſurrection, and an endleſs life in the luſt of concupiſcence, 
of virtue and happineſs) in that pure, en #5 the Gentiles, — 
chaſte, and honourable manner, that be- 
comes the dignity of reaſonable crea- 
tures, and the purity, privileges, and 
proſpect of a Cbriſtian. 
. And, as Cbriſtians ought to abſtain 
: from all manner of uncleanneſs in gene- 
ral, ſo in particular from an inglorious 
ſubjection to all baſe and unnatural luſts 
(which modeſty forbids me to mention) 
and not to indulge themſelves in thoſe 
preternatural and inordinate gratificati- 
ons of the lower appetites, in which ſome 
of you, perhaps, have formerly indulged 
your ſelves, and in which he idolatrous 
Gentiles are ſtill ſo apt to indulge them- 
Aelves; for they, alas! know not the 
e TRUE 


NOTES. 


he had only a jealouſy that they might think it hard to make ſo great an altera- 

tion in their ſentiments and conduct Whether any, or all of theſe occa- 
.fioned it, we ſee that the ArosTLE is v ng in his exhortations, which 
he never uſed to do, but where the ſtate &t ings required it. 

i S0 Tora generally fignifies in the New Teſtament. 

4. K Rom. vi. 19. 1 Cor. iii. 16, 17. and vi. 15; 18, 19, 20. Ia. Iii. 11. 

1 This is another reaſon why I am apt to think that hs Epiſtle was wrote to 
the converts from among the idalatrous Gentiles. The 5 bads very par- 
ticular and expreſs laws ſt all manner of uncleanneſs, Levit. xviii. & 
paſſim ; and beſides, they ſuch a ſovereign contempt for the cuſtoms of the 
Gentiles, that they were in leſs danger of inutating them: But how prone the 

idolatrous Gentiles were to ſuch vices, has been ſhown by ſeveral commentators, 

and juſtifies the ArosTLE in his frequent cautioning the Gentile converts in par- 

ticular againſt them. Where ſuch viees moſt, the ArosTLE's Sis. 
tations to purity did maſt abound. | 


* Tuxs- 
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a know not Gop : That no TRUE Gop, are unacquainted wich the 
; | an purity and holineſs of his nature, and the 

| temperance and chaſtity which he re- 

quires of men: Nay, they are led away 

with the ſhocking ſtories of the luſt and 

incontinence of thezr gods, not only to 
commit the like enormities, but even to 

think them acceptable unto their gods, . 

and things that are lawful and innocent 

among men, 5 6 

But though formerly you thought and 
acted, as they continue to do; yet ſince 
your converſion to Cbriſtianity, you * 
ought to lay aſide all your prejudices and 
miſtaken fentiments, as to good or evil; 
and particularly to look upon” theſe 
things in a different view, #. e. with hor- 
ror and averſion, as diſapproved of Gop, . 
and deſtructive unto men. 

And as I have cautioned: you againſt 6. 
uncleanneſs in general, and all unnatural 
luſts in particular; I would further be- 

ſeech 
NOTES. | 


Tir£88ALONICA in particular was noted for lewdneſs:: And how brutiſh and 
ternatural the vices of many in the Heathen world were, and thoſe not con- 

mud, but practiſed in the worſt inſtances by their philoſophers —— —— may 
be ſeen in numbers of ancient Greek and Latin authors. 

And, were thoſe philoſophers the fit men to educate youth! to ſhow them the 
loyelineſs of virtue, and the odiouſneſs of vice 

The repreſentations of the boundleſs and unnatural luſts which their o.] n 
poets gave the Heathens, even of their chief gods, was enough to incourage their 
votaries in like enormities ; nay, ſuch monſtrouſly-obſcene doings became part of 
their religious <worſhip in honour of the infamous Priapus, Vonus, Bacchus, Se. 
that Chriſtian and chaſte ears would be grated with the bare mention of them. 

In alluſion to ſuch practices the Aros rl. R ſays (Eph. v.42.) is & frame even * 
to ſpeak of thoſe things, which are atted by them in ſecret, _ _ © 

What their fatyriſts,, Horace, Juvenal, and Perſius have intimated ; and 
what Sner0nins has ſuggeſted as to the emperors. themſelves, would make a mo- 
deſt perſon bluſh even to read or hear. 5 i 


And, 


* =» - — 
9 > —_— 


An. Chriſti 1 | 

F ſeech you, that you abſtain from ApuL- as go beyond and de- 
| TERY 3 nay, 1 charge you, chat vou, fraud his brother in any 
none of you, go beyond the bounds, of K 111 
matrimony, or injure and defraud hishro- 


' . : — * » © 9 
| ther in this matter, i. e. by defiling bis 
| = 12 1 . 
7 TMP; 386% = THE 777 FET T1411 * 4 
wr err NV, 2. 


e 571 | > Y ger T8603 out n. 
And, when the people, philoſophers, emperors and gods, were ſuch notorious 
offenders, how exact a picture has the AresrEE drawn of the Heathen world! 
Rom. i. 21=——=32. and how much was the CHRISTIAN REveLaTtiOn want- 
ed to work a reformation,” to;rouze men out of their brutality, and to create an 
horror and averſion to ſuch vile practices! And finally, how juſt and neceſſary 
were the ArosTLE's repeated cautions.) Rom. viii. 1; 4, Sc. and xii. 1. 1 Cor. 
4. 30. and v. 1,&c. and vi. 9, 10; 16——20. 2 Cor. xii. 21. Gal. v. 19, 20, 21. 
| Eph. iv. 17, Oc. and v. 3, 4, 5 5 26, 27. Phil. iv. 8, 9. Col. iii. 5. 2 Thef: 
** 3. 8. and ii. 13. 2 Tim. ii. 22. Too many profefſed Chriſtians are but too wick- 
4 ed, but then their religion condemns, them; and if we will but be juſt to our 
ſelves, we muſt own that Chriſtianity has made us much more knowing and 
virtuous than the Heatbens, or than we our ſelves ſhould have been without it. 
6. n TY uh c alrew x; ,d & 76 Tegy melt Thy dd avrs; That no man 
go beyond and defraud his brother in any matter; ] Our tranſlation expreſſes a 
ſenſe agreeable to many of the ancients, as well as mmoderns ; but becauſe the 
paraphraſe differs from it, tis 4. to alledge the reaſons. IIA does in 
the modeſt and chaſte ſtile of holy ſeriprure (anſwer to the word ra, and) 
ſignify, not coverouſpe/3, but Juſt. This evidently appears from the ArosrLE“s 
ordering it to be not ſo much as named among Chriſtians, Eph. v. 3. for there 
* no turpitude in naming coverouſyeſs, though there is in talking of obſcene 
actions. 1 | 
But whoever can doubt of the ArosTLE's uſing the word in that ſenſe, may 
.conſult Theodoret, St. Ferom, T heophylaf, and other of the ancients ;. and of 
the moderns, Dr. Hammond on Rom. i. 29. Dr. Whitby on this text, and Mr. 
Locke on Eph. iv. 19. and v. 3. ; | | 
That the verb Tazoex)sr is here uſed to the ſame purpoſe, and in the ſame 
modeſt and chaſte manner, will appear from the connection which this verſc 
will thereby have with the preceding verſes, as well as with the verſcs that im- 
mediately follow. | 
And if «xeovex]ar be ſo uſed, it will help to determine the ſenſe of the word 
VnFCairey. 1 have not indeed met with any other Greek author, or any other 
place of holy ſcripture, where ali is ſo uſed: But Philo (De Abraham. 
P. 285. b.) as quoted by Dr. Whitby upon this place, uſes the ſynonymous word 
emCairey in this modeſt ſenſe, & des ts d enĩẽUwWu omCaireor, which is an account 
of the præternatural luſts of ſome very bad men. a 
Ex T me# yu]! may be properly rendered (in hoc facinore) in this mat- 
ter, which is a continuation of the ſame modeſt and chaſte manner of expreſ- 
ſion: 


a 2 — —— 


T E XT. PARA P H RA S E. 2 


matter: Becauſe that the bed: For, as I told you before, and teſti- 
Loan i he ee ge ben when keen ar Feen fo now 
warned you, and teſtified. J repeat it for your admonition, that — 
For Gop hath not called us (though ſuch perſons ſhould not he 
unto uncleanneſs, but unto found out by men, or puniſhed by hu- 
$ holineſs. He therefore _ man laws, yet) God is in all ſuch caſes. | | 
the avenger of the injured, and the x 
righteous Judge and puniſher of the | 
guilty perſon ; and there is no poſſibility | 
of eſcaping his all-ſeeing eye, and his = 
een. and 3 ee... 
This purity and chaſtity are what the 7. 
TRUE Go, and the Chriſtian religion, do 
moſt ſtrictly and moſt expreſly require, 
eſpecially of all profeſſed Chriſtians : For 
(however he might in a great meaſure 
wink at the ignorance and wickedneſs of 
the idolatrous part of mankind, before the 
coming of the Goſpel, he now command- 
eth all men, every where, to repent, 
and) by calling you in particular into | = 
the Chriſtian church, Gop has called 
you out of your former ſtate of e [ 
rity, into a ſtate of as great purity, ho- | 
lineſs, and chaſtity, as you are capable of 
in this world. 
And becauſe your neighbours and old 8. 
acquaintance ſtill act thus; and you your 
| ſelves did fo in your idolatrous, uncon- 
; verted 


NOTES. 


fion : But I do not ſee how it can well be rendered in any matter, as tis in the 
Engliſh. | | 2 
Toy dS5ap30 ure, bis brother.) It has been objected, that they were obliged 
not to violate the bed of any man, no more than that of a Chriſtian brother 3 
and therefore the words require another interpretation : But I anſwer, that 
they were obliged not to defraud, nor over-reach any man; as well as to refrain 
from violating his bed. And perhaps 7% dnn evrs may here ſignify any 
man, as all men are originally brethrey, * xvii. 26. Luke x. 29——3). wy | 
: : e 
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ans PAR APH RAS E. ZA T: 


WAS 


it was forbidden by the Chriſtian law, ſee Note (1) on ver. 5. and Mr, Locke 


verted ſtate; you may, perhaps, look deſpiſech, deſpiſeth nat 
upon them as a 2 eaſt, tri- Wan, but Gop, who 1 
vial ones, and deſpiſe my admonitions as 
too importune and ſevere: But know, 
that the matter is of ſo great importance, 
as that Gop himſelf has ſeen fit to de- 
clare his abhorrence of ſuch actions, and 
to denounce the moſt tremendous threat- 
nings againſt the guilty : * He therefore 
that deſpiſeth the admonition, deſpiferh 
not men only, but Gop alfo, who has 
made ſuch a revelation of his mind and 
will, and afforded us ſuch clear atreſta- 
tions to our doctrine ; nay, and has alſo. 
| "3.7 + q >; ney 


NOTES. 


8. a The N ow Chriſtians were not all of them altogether reformed upon 
their convertion. The ArosTLEs indeed, and numbers of others, that had been 
_ acquainted with Chriſtianity, and more fully inſtructed in the nature and 
deſign of it, were more under the power and influence of it in their whole be- 
haviour, As their faith was rational and well grounded, fo it was ſtrong and 
lively, and their conduct was the moſt virtuous and holy. They were bright 
and ſhining examples in temper and behaviour, and remain upon record for the 
emulation of all ſucceeding ages. 

But as to their young converts, what was {aid above, in the note () on chap. 
iii. 10. as to their faith, is in a great meaſure applicable, as to their practice. 

Tux ArosrTLEs could not make them all at once either ſo wiſe or ſo good as 
they deſired. Their old prejudices and their old ices were rooted out. 
gradually, not wich a violent, but with a gentle hand; and though they could 
not make them all at once ſo wiſe and ſo good as they wiſhed, they made them 
as wiſe and as good as they could. 

But ſo ſurprizing a change did Chriſtianity make in them at firſt, and that 
ſuddenly, as to render them much more knowing and virtuous than their neigh- 
bours, and that not without aſtoniſhing all around them. 

"Tis poſſible that as they had gone ſuch a length upon their embracing Chri- 
fianity, they might be apt to deſpiſe any further admonitions, as too ſtrift, and 
too minute; eſpecially confidering how much they had altered their conduct, and 
_ their neighbours — 1 to indulge themſelves in the groſſeſt ſen- 

ities. 

How light a matter the Hearhens accounted fornication, &c. and how ſtrictly 

s 
paraphraſe on 1 Cor. vi. 12—— 20. and Note on Eph. v. 6. 
2 1 
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An. Chriſti 


n P ARAPH RAS E. dan 
| * 


Alſo given unto us his holy granted * you ſome of the gifts of his 

ſpirit. pirit, as a full and/ ſufficient evidence to 

you in particular, that this doctrine, and 
theſe procopt came from Gop, | 


NOTES. 


* Tar Arosrrzs alone had che work Scars, of the Goſpel — 
immediately ffom Cop, and were the great fountains of Chyiſtias knowledge, as 
it related either to faith, or practice. 

They therefore were to be attended to as truly divine oracles, and he that de- 

72 them deſpiſed that Spirit from whom they bad their inſpiration. And 
1 


: 


we underſtand it, according to the common reading, that Cop had given his 
holy Spirit to the Arosrrxs, and that what they taught was by divine in _—_ 
and therefore not to be deſpiſed ; ſee Luke x. 16. (Exod. xvi 8.) v. 4. 


1 Cor. ii. 10; 12. and vii. 40; and xi. $3: and xv. E 5% 3. 3 

But the greateſt number of Dr. Mals ancient NSS. and wor 2 inſtead of 
eic iude read is ddt, intimating that Gop had _ to t eſſalonians 
themſelves, his holy Spirit, #. e. in his ſupernatural gifts ifts and miraculous 1 
2 to uſe their bodies as temples of the H 
4. 6. in a pure, chaſte, holy manner, 3 Gor. th tho, 1 
493 23. 1 John iii. 24. | 


. : y AF = 
= £ ' 23 . r e Nas * 
SECT. IV. 


Chap. ir. 9, 10. i Y if 
CONTENTS, _ 


E here mm them for cheir love to che Chriftiani, 
but generally when he commends them tis to introduce 
ſome further advice, as he does in this Section: For immediately 
after the commendation he preſſes them to abound cherein more 
and more. 
This ſeems to have laid much upon bs mind: 7 Compare this 
place with. chap . iii. 12. and v7 8; 49, 44, 15 
And, indeed, the primitive Chriftians were remarkable for 
_ mutual love and charity. 


H 2 PARA. 
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| An. Chriſti | | 
cadn. PA'RAPHRASE. TT. 
9. 80 much I thought proper to ſay con- RUT as touching brother- 9 
cerning the purity which the Chri/t1- N _ 2 need yo 
an religion requires, as you are ſo lately ve * ee — oy 
come out of tdolatry, and ſtill live in the Gop to love one another. 
midſt of an idolatrous city. And indeed ye do it to- 10 
But, I have not that preſſing occaſion e hon ee 
tO write to you concerning the love we beſcech you, brethren, 
which you ought to have to the Chri- that ye increaſe more and 
ian brethren; becauſe you ſo readily more; | | 
comply with the ſpirit. and temper of 
the Goſpel, and with the example and 
command of the TRUE God, and of ouR 
10, Lord JESUS CHRIsT: For you not only 
love one another, but all the Chriſtians 
alſo in all Macedonia: And all I can de- 
fire in this inſtance, is, that you would 
ſtill proceed, and be ever ſtriving to ex=- 
cel more and more in ſuch an amiable 
ſpirit and conduR, 


= * EARS vets» ww, 4.05 a0, awe <4. AF- OTE F. 2 23 8 
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9. ( ,., brotherly Iave.) This I take to be parallel to Heb. xiii. 1. 
Ter brotherly love (or love among Chriſtians) continue 5 and 1 Per. ii. 17. 
Love the brotherhood, i. e. all the uh men ce Note 4 ) on Philem. ver. 1. 


Not but that Chriſtians are to love all men, but more eſpecially the houſhold 
of faith, i. e. all fincere Chyiſtians, all pious and good men of what party or de- 
nomination ſoever. See ver. 10. Lev. xix. 1), 18. Rom. x. 12. 1 Cor. xiii. 1, 
Ge. Phil. ü. 2, Oe. 1 Pes. iv. 8. ! 

Inſtead of ye, ye have, ſeveral of Dr. Mill's old MSS. and verſions read 
la, u have; which makes no great alteration as to the ſcope” of the Apo- 
' $TLE8 diſcourſe, Wy Hah 274 — 

. 4 Geode taught of Gov.) The contentions of the Heathen gods.could 
never have taught them this, but the example and command of the Gop of love, 
"a0 of J neus, the prince of peace, plainly pointed out this harmony, arid mutual 

ne volence. 9 nos | 

The phraſe is uſed Ia. liv. 23. ohn vi. 44, 45. and alluded to Zerem. xxxi. 
33) 34. John Xilt. 34, . Jae rn Pph: v. 1, 2. Phil: ii. 1—5. 

Heb. viil. 10, 11. 1 Jahn ii. 9, 20, 11; 20, 41; 2). and Ul, II, 12 3 23, 24 

and iv. nene rn dn e 8 Tar 
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Chap. iv. 11, 12. 
CONTENTS. 


HERE ſeem to have been ſome idle perſons and buſy=. 


bodies among the Gritien at Theſſalonica, that went 
about tatling from houſe to houſe, and would not work for a 
ſubſiſtence ; but were burdenſome to their neighbours, and a 
ſcandal to Chriſtianity, which had been but lately planted there. 

Such idle tatling buſy-bodies ſeem to have given the ArosTLE 
a great deal of trouble and uneaſineſs, as appears not only from 
theſe two verſes, but alſo from 2 The, tit. 6 —12, 1 Tim. 
v. 13, However, 

To take off the harſhneſs of this reproof, he introduces it with 
the foregoing commendation of their love to the Chriſtians ; that 
they might not be diſcouraged, as if THEIR APosTLE had in- 
tirely condemned their conduct. Compare 1 Cor, xi. a, with 


ver. 17. | | 
TEXT. PARAPHRASE® 


11 AN D that ye ſtudy to be I Have been commending you for your 
ques 2 — your love to the Chriſtians, and yew 
Wich TE pony Gang Ka (as you to be always making a progreſs 
we therein: And, indeed, I take pleaſure in 
c— you wherever there is a 

foundation for it. . 
But, I cannot ſay that I approve of 
the conduct of ſome among you, who 
meddle ſo much with other peo- 
ples buſineſs as greatly to neglect their 

" OWN, $4 

I therefore deſire that for the future 
you would every one of you be ambi- 
tious to promote peace and quietnels in 
the neighbourhood; and not meddlè too 
officiouſly in other mens affairs; but 


chiefly mind your own proper buſineſs, 


follow 
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1THESSALONIANS. 


Claud. 12. PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 


following ſome honeſt handicraft trade, we commanded you. ) That . 


or © imploying your ſelves in ſome law- Ye Ty _ honeltly \ 
ful calling, that may maintain you and 2 Fx * 0 adv tes 
your families, and render you uſeful to lack of nothing. | 
the community : For, fo we not only | | 
commanded you, but likewiſe ſet you an 


example whilſt we were in your city. 


12, 


1 Pet. iv. LF» 


This is the way to recommend Cbriſli- 
anity 'to ſuch as have not yet imbraced 
it; and the way for you to live in a vir- 
tuous, decent, and creditable manner 


among your neighbours. 


NOTES. 
T1. *-Inrzxz6,it ſelf is very unbecoming 2 reaſonable creature, and is a 


vice, as well as the ſeed of many and greater vices. 


Nothing can be a greater ſcandal to any party, or profeſſion, than laz - 
matical, officious — who mind —— body's buſineſs but — — 
4 a common nuſance, and ought to be diſcouraged, if the churches 
would have peace, and recommend religion. | 

Taking pains in ſome honeſt imployment is it ſelf a branch of virtue and of 
Chriſtianity ; which obſervation may teach us what to think of the droniſp monks 


and friars of the church of Rome, that, like the locuſts of Egypt, have darken- 


ed chriftendom, almoſt covered the face of the earth, and cat up every green 
thing. But diene, in every * ſtands condemn d by the Chriſtian inſtitutes, 
Ac XX. 34. Rom. xiii. 13. Eph. iv. 28, 29. Col. iv. 5. 2 Theſ. iii. 1j. 


— a * 8 
— * - — — 
- lh. 2 * — * n — 
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SECT. VI. 


Chap. iv. 13-——18. 
CONTENTS. 
Tu AzosTLE had intimated Chap. iii. 10. (ſee Note (5) 


on that place) that he wanted to make them another viſit at 
efſalonica, in order to per fe that which was lacking in their 


. 


Perhaps, 
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Perhaps, what he ſays here, was part of what he wanted to Au. chr 
teach them, as not having ſeen it proper before to enter into d 1. 
ſuch curious and minute diſcoveries as theſe, viz. Whether the Wes. 


laſt generation ſhould die at all, or no? and whether the dead ſaints 
17 be raiſed before the living be transformed? 
But having heard that they ſtill lamented over their dead, 
like their Heathen neighbours, and perhaps that they ſtill hire& 
mourners, were apt to quarrel with divine providence, and to 


howl, and lament, or be exceflively dejected; he here fays three 


things to dry up their tears. | 

1. He briefly repeats what he had taught already, ſtrongly af- 
ſerting the reſurrection of the pious dead to an eternal life 57 vir- 
tue and happineſs, in confequence of the refurrection of our Loxp 
Jesuvs Cur1sT, and according to his expreſs and repeated pro- 


mile. 


2. He makes this new diſcovery, That the laſt generation 


ſhould not die at all, but be on @ ſudden changed into immortal, And, 

3. He adds another new diſcovery, viz. That (though the living 
ſhou'd not die, but be transform'd ; yet) the dead fhall 775 be raiſed 
and be made glorious, immortal and happy ; and ſo in ſome mea» 


ſure have the preference and advantage of ſuch as ſhall then be 


found alive. . 

From all which be concludes, that THE CHRLST TANs ought 
to leave off their exceſſive lamentations for their deceas'd friends, 
and no longer imitate their Heathen neighbours, who 3 
they might have ſome obſcure notions and expectations of be im- 
mortality of the ſoul) had no ſuch hopes as THE CHRISTIANS 
of a reſurrection from the dead, and of an eternal life of ſuch 
holy and glorious injoyments, in the preſence. of the Lord Ju- 
sus CHRIST, and of the holy angels, and of all the wiſeſt, wor- 
thieſt and beſt of men, who will be perfect and happy as well 


as they. 


TEXT. PARAPHRASE. 


13 BUT I would not have T Ihave commended you for 
nn your mutual love, and for your love 


6 ere to all the Chriſtians: Yet there was oc- 
| caſion to blame the idle and diſorderly: 


And your conduct alſo, in the following 
inſtance, 


13. 


66 
An. Chriſt 
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52. 


Go 


14. 


: THESSALONIANS. 


inſtance, is unbecoming that knowledge, . which are aſleep, that ye 
faith, and reſignation, which, as Chri/ti- 2 n mw : 
ans, you ought to have. I therefore will if = ds oe Jasvs 3 
inſtruct you in things of which you ma, died 
be ignorant, as well as repeat what I for- 
merly taught you, and you ſeem to have 
forgot; at leaſt you are not ſo much in- 
fluenced thereby as I expected; for you 
lament over your deceaſed friends very 
much after the manner that you uſed to 
do, whilſt you were idolatrous Gentiles, 
and as your ignorant, unconverted neigh- 
bours ſtill do. | 

They, indeed, are apt to quarrel with 
the divine providence, and to mourn over 
the dead exceſſively, becauſe they have 
no © hopes of the reſurrection from the 
dead, nor of an eternal life in ſuch tranſ- 
cendent glory and happineſs, as we 
Chriſtians expect. | 

(For if we firmly believe that Ixsus 
actually died, and really roſe again, 

and > 


NOTES. 


13. © Whatever obſcure notices, or wavering expectations, any of the Hearhens 
had of the immortality of the ſoul ; or whatever is diſcoverable by the light of 
nature, about a future ſtate of rewards and puniſhments in general; tis plain 
from the following texts, that the Chriſtian revelation lays the greateſt ſtreſs 
upon the reſurrection, and the conſequent ſtate of rewards and puniſhments, 
Matt. xiii. 3943. and xvi. 27. and xxii. 31, 32. Mark xii. 26, 27, Luke 
xiv. 14. John v. 28, 29. and xi. 24, 25, 26. and xiv. 2, 3. Acts ii. 4. and 
xvii. 18. and xx1ii. 6. and xxiv. 15; 21. Rom. ii. 5—— 16. and viii. 19 — 23, 
1 Cor. i. J. and v. 5. and xv. 15 26; 29, 303 49, 503 53 ——57. 2 Cor. 
v. 10. Phil. iii. 10, 11; 20, 21. Col. iii. 4. 1 Theff. i. 10. 2 Theſſ. i.); 10. 
2 Tim. ii. 18. and iv. 8. Tir. il. 13. Heb. ii. 14, 15. and vi. 2. and ix. 27, 28. 
and xi. 35. 1 Per. i. 3 7313. and iv. 13. and v. 4. 1 John iii. 2. Rev. 
xi. 18. and xxii. 12. | | 

14. The ArosTLEs were careful to ſhow that our Lok p Jzsvs Carisr was 
actually dead, in order to convince men that his was a real reſurrection, Marr. 


Xii. 50. Jobn xix. 30——36. 1 Cor. xv. 3, 4. Luke xxiii. 53. and xxiv. 1. 


"5 And 
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died, and roſe again, even and that, as the firſt fruits of thoſe that 
5 12 ae * ay — 1 the . * death, or as a precge 
ich him. For this we ſay and earneſt of the general reſurret#zon'© 
"I — by — word of mankind; we molt be fully perſwaded 
the that Gop, by J=sUs CHRIST, will 
raiſe * the ſlumbering dead, and will aſ- 
ſemble the pious together with him, at 
the laſt day, to take poſſeſſion of that 
eternal life of virtue and happineſs pre- 
l ra: for them: This I taught you when 
was at Theſſalonica.) And theſe things 15. | 
I have to add to all your former inſtru- | 
ions, and they are things that deſerve 3J 
your attentive regard; for I received | 
them by immediate revelation from our 
LoRD 


NOTE Ss. 


And they frequently inſiſted upon his reſurreRion, as a pledge of our reſur- 
rection, and as he is the perſon that has promiſed to raiſe us by the ſame power 
for he has ſhown that he is able to do it, in that he (according to his own ex- 
preſs promiſe, ohn ii. 19.) has raiſed himſelf, Marr. xxviii. Mark xvi. Luke 
xxiv. 5, 6. John xx. and xxi. 1 Cor. xv. 20— 23. John v. 28, 29. and xiv. 3. 
Phil. iii. 10; 20, 21. | 

v I take this to be the order of the words in conſtruction, s7w x4 5 Gee qu 78 
Inc; (fubaudi Cooruice) To; xopniisles ( £) Ae ow av), Fobp v. 21, 22, Oc. 

* Tes xounbis]as, them which ſleep.) The dead in holy ſcripture are repre- 
ſented as only fallen 4/eep, intimating that they ſhall awake; or live again; nay, - 
and be as cafily raiſed by the mighty power of Gon, as one of us can awake a 

ſon that is aſleep. . 

In this ſenſe oux Lox p ſaid of Jairus's daughter, 2 is not dead, but fleep- 
erh, i. e. I will bring her to life again as cafily as if ſhe were only aſleep; and 
a death of ſo ſhort a continuance may very properly be called @ /eep, Mats. 
IX. 24- | | 

And the ſame manner of ee our Lox p uſed concerning the death and 
reſurrection of Lazarus, Fohs xi. 43 11; 13, 14. as he did not defign to let 
that fickneſs end in a final and laſting death, but only to be of ſo ſhort a conti · 
nuance, as might be called 4 /eep, rather than death. 

See Mr. Zardner's judicious anſwer to Woolſton, p. $22 and 105. 

Thus the ſtate of the dead in their graves is here deſcribed. as a ſbort /leep, 
compared with that erernad life, into which they ſhall awake in the morning of 
the reſurrection. 


1 | 15. ? The 


” 
* 


%. 
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Cans: PARAPHRASE. 1 X 
8 | 


Lord Jesus CHRIST, vis. ! That ſuch the Loan, that we which 
of the Chr:iftians (who are all to be are alive, and remain _— 
conſidered as one body, and as our mem- i e zl 1 
bers, and brethren, in what age or na 
f ei t e 

N OT E S. 

15, „The 14th yerſe ought to be read in a parentheſis, it being a repetition: 
of what the ArosTLE had _ fally inſtructed them in 2 . The tice 
of Cyx1sr was the foundation, or fact, upon which the whole Chriſtian reli- 
gion was built, and with it the reſurreftion of mankind in general, but more 
re of the juft, was joined in the cloſeſt connexion. 

This is What the ArosTLE elſewhere ſhows at large : Here he only reminds 
the The//alopians of it, in a ſhort. parentheſis ; and paſſes on to the two diſ- 
coveries taken notice of in the contents. Theſe were probably ſume of the 
(nd vropipd)a't airs) e which were lacking in their faith, chap. iii. 10. 
And theſe were things which he had not ſeen fit to teach the Corinthians in his. 
two years abode among them, 1 Cor. xv. 51, 52. 

» Becauſe St. Pa vi. docs here, and elſewhere, ſpeak in the firſt perſon plural, 
and thereby ſeem to join himſelf to them that ſhould be alive at Cnzisr's ſe- 
cond coming, when the dead are to be raiſed, and the living transformed ;. 
fome have too haſtily concluded. that he thought THz DAY or TEE. Lon v to be 
= then at hand ; and that he, and ſeveral of the Chriſtians of that age, ſhould 

of the number of thoſe that ſhould (not die, and be raiſed again, but) be 
transformed. | - th 
But they are great ſtrangers-to St. Pavr's ſtile and manner, that have not ob- 
ſerved in what a latitude he uſes the word, ve, ſometimes thereby meaning, 
himſelf, at other times himſelf and his companions ; ſometimes the Arosrrxs, 
at other times, the Chriſtians in general; in ſome places the Jeuiſb, and in 
other places the Gentile Chriſtians. | | 

Nay, I, the firſt perſon fingular, is uſed Nom. vii. 9. for ſuch as lived be- 
tween the covenant's- being made with Abraham, and the laws being given by 
Moſes. See Locke on that place. | | | 

nd if the word, 7, be uſed in ſuch a latitude, much more may the word, dre. 

Befides, how often are all Chriſtians confidered as one church, one family, 
one kingdom, one city, one building, or the members of one and the ſame bo- 
dy, whether they be in heaven or earth, in what age or nation ſoever they live. 

And further to confirm this interpretation, tis evident that St. Pau expeR- 
ed, not to eſcape death, but that he ſhould die, and riſe again, 2 Cor. v. &; 8. 
Phil. i. 23. and iii. 10, 11. 2 Tim. iv. 6. 2 Cor. iv. 14. 

And finally, when the T hefſalontans,. either by the means of ſome weak or 
defigning perſons, were led into this miſtake ; St. Pavr. himſelf wrote them a 
fecond Epiſtle, in which he affures them, that he did not defign to fay any ſuch 
thing, as that the day. of rhe Lon p was at hand; for a grand apoſtaly was firſt 
to happen in the 3 church, 2 T hef. ii. 1 — 12. But this. ſhall be more 
particularly conſidet dq, when we come to that place. 3 


16 which are 


T EA T. 


the coming of the Lon p, 
ſhall not prevent them 
the Logy himſelf ſhall 
deſcend from HRAVEN 
with a ſhout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump Gop : 
and the dead in CHRIS 
17 ſhall riſe firſt. Then we 
which are alive and re- 
main, ſhall be caught up 
together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Loa v 


in the air: And fo ſhall 


| 


1 111 * 


e bodies lay ſlumbering in the grave, ſhall 
be firſt raiſed: And when they are 
lori- 
dus and incorruptible ; then, the 
fans, that are alive, and remain upon 


this earth, ſhall be transformed into the 


— 
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tion ſoever they live: — Such, I ſay, 
of che Cbriſti and) as ſhall be living upon 
chis earth, When the great and glorious 


judge ſhall deſcend to univerſal judg - 


ment, ſhall not be changed into immor- 
tal, and made glorious and happy, be- 
fore the dead be raiſed. out of their 

ves : No, che LoRx D Jesvs' CHRIST 

all deſcend from Hzaven wich aloud 
ſhout, 1. e. with the voice of the arch- 
angel, and the trumpet of Gop, and 
then the Chri/ttans, whoſe corruptible 


changed into ſpiritual, immortal I- 
ri- 


ſame likeneſs, and (along with the dead 


that are then raiſed, and made immor- 


- ral} be all together ſwiftly carried up in 


« 


* 


. The Chriſtian 


vide the duration 


N 


- 
+ this workd-unto 
law ; 24. That under the Jaw ; 3d. 


the * clouds of heaven, as their trium- 
hal chariot, to meet their head and 
oRD, in the air. 3 
Los aff? 


/ 41 


D 
r or ages, 1/7. * re 
That — the 72 


St. PETER expected to die, 2 Per. i. 14. And St. Joun (who lived till af 
ter the deſtrution of Feriſalem) propheſied of many revolutions to happen in 


the church, and in the 
16. 
of a trumpet; 


* 


17. * A cloud ot angels, or 4 cloud, man 


| rid, before the —— DAY or THE LA. 
Twas a cuſtom among the ancients: to 

; to which cuſtom the ArosrExR here alludes, art. xxiv. g. a 
, Ivit'5 5 9. Va. xvii. 13. 


ummon aſſemblies by the ſonnd 


9 


r. iv. 3, andi vi, I, 


e 
d and t by angels,” 


our Lon vs triumphal chariot, when he aſcended; and ſucts à bright cloud Will 
be his triumphal chariot, or THRONE, on GLORY, When he comes down, as 


judge; to the judgment of the great day, 


Dan. vii. 13. 


17, 18. 


r 


= 
: 


Ack i. 9j 11, Rev. i. 74 Ba. Ixvii. 


Din 


| 12 And 


12. 


Claud. 13. 


. - 


16. 


Ih 
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And from thenceforth they-ſhall be we ever be with the Logo, 
far, gver * with the Lox, in the. maſt Nr vit def wd. 
perfect holineſs, and conſummate Joy 
la ini ; 

18. From the aſſured belief and firm ex- 
pectation of which glorious things, vou 
ought mutually to animate and comfort 
one another, upon the deceaſe of the 
deareſt and moſt valuable friends. 
© And "tis here intimated as if his redeemed alſo were thus to aſcend into glory. 


John $1; 26. and xiv. I, 2, 3, and xvii. 24. Rom. viii. 17. 2 The,. I. 10. 
and 11. 14. 2 Tim. ii. 1 T, 12. 1 Pet. iii. 22. 1 John 111. I, 2, 


PR Y 


| Chap. v. 13 6 IT 
CONTENTS. 


AS. the ſubje& of the laſt Section had lead St. Pau to dil. 
courſe of the reſurrection of the dead, and of the transfor- 
mation of the laſt generation, and of CHRIST's coming to judg- 

ment it would be very natural for the Theſſaloniaus to ſay 

(as our Lord's diſciples, the AyosTLEs, are reported to have 

aid, Matt. xxiv.'3.): Tell us, when ſhall theſe things be, and what 
An, or notice ſhall we have of CarisT's coming, and F the end 

of the world? | . 

To obviate ſuch a queſtion, he tells them that there was no oc- 

caſion for them to know the time, for they already knew as much 
as was ſufficient, viz. That ſuch a day will come; and when- 

ever it does come, it will come ſuddenly and ſurprizingly, and 
that therefore men ought * to be upon their guard. 
DEATH puts an end to our ſtate of trial, and the wicked will. 
fall in the judgment, and the righteous be accepted, whether they 
be alive at che laſt day, or die and be raiſed again. | 


FE 
«# 


TEXT. 


+ THESSALONTANS. 


TEAT. 


Nur of the times and the 


ſeaſons, brethren, | ye 
have no need that I write 
2 unto you. For your ſelves 
. know perſectly that the day 
of the Lok p ſo cometh as a 
3 thief in the night. For 
when they ſhall ſay, _ 


1 * 


1. 4 Tis ſaid, Mark xiii. 32. But of that day and Hour knowweth no nan 
no, not the angels that are in heaven, neither the Sox; but the Fatuzr. (Se 


I Have juſt been ſpeaking of CHRIS T's 
coming to judgment, and of the re- 
ſurrectionof the pious dead to an etetnally 
happy life, in order to comfort you upon 
the loſs of your deceaſed friend: 
But, how long it will be before that 
happen, or as to © the exact time, the 


day and hour of CHRTST's coming, 
there's no occaſion to ſay any thing; for 


you already know exactly as much as is 
neceſſary concerning that matter, big. 
That CRRIST will certainly deſcend to 
judgment; and that whenever he does 
come, it will be ſuddenlyand furprizing- 
ly, like a thief in the nigitt 
For, when falſe prophets, and falſe 
teachers ſhall propheſy ſtnooth things, 
to Jull the wicked workt aſleep in their 
folly and wickedneſs (Exel. xiti. 10.) 
And when a wicked world ſhall be 'very* 
eagerly» purſuing the buſineſs and plea- 


rs ſureg 


NOTES. 


Matt. xxiv. 36.) and As i. . Tis not for you ro know the times or the ſeaſons 5 
which the Father bath put in his own power. In which laſt text we have the 
very words xe and xegvs,.that are here made uſe of and · in the firſt there 


ſeems to be a reference to the. ſame thing 5 and perhaps they may all be all uſionis 
| | o 


to Dan. ii. 21. 


The inſpiration of the Aros runs reached not to every thing, but only to 


ſuch things is were a part of THE SCHEME: ob CHRIST IANITx, or neceflarily 
connected with it ; and if knowing the exact time when Cux is Would come, 
was no part, of that 8CHEME, the. ArosrL RS might be unacquainted with that” 
partie, eſpecially, as it was hid. from the holy angels, and even from the- 


on himſelf ; but whenever tis to happen (as it will certainly come, and that 
ſuddenly) 'tis a very proper argument by which to preſs / Chriſtians to a watch- 
boly. life, Matt. Xx1v. 36-44. Mark xiii. 33. Butte xi. 37. 


fill and 


2 Pet. iii. 10 18.— 


1. 


3. 99 Per. — 


An. Chriſił 
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and fafety; then ſudde 
r LE 
them, as travail upon a wo. 
man with child; and they 
mall not eſcape. Hut ye, 4 
brethren; are not in dark. 
neſs, that that day ſhould 
overtake you as a' thief, 
Le: are all the children of; 

light, 


the juſt; diſpleaſure of the RzGuTzoUs 
Jupcs : But they ſhall not be able-that 
day, by any means, to eſcape! + -/i] ,- 
But you, MY, DBAR)|BRETHREN, are 
not (as you were formerly) in ſuch a 
ſtate of ignorance, idolatry, and wicked- 
neſs, as to be ſurprized by that day, 
guilty and unprepared (even ſuppoſing 
it ſhould. happen before your death :) 
No, we Chriſtians are all children : of the 
5 | licht, 


NOTES. 


27 — 31. | nn : HEY 
4. f This, was, perhaps, another of the expreſſions in hit Epiſtle, from whence 
the Theſſalonians might be led into the miſtake of thinking that the day of the 
Lok p was at hand, and that St. Pavr intended to fignify as much. But Gop 
wiſely conceals the day of the death of particular perſons, as well as the day of 
the general judgment, that men may be 1 and always watching. 
Oux Logp himſelf uſed the ſame argument, Marti xxiv. 36 — 42. But when 
St. Paur, ſound that there was danger of the Theſſalonians being ſubverted by 
this their miſtake, he deſcends to particulars, and fets them right again, 
2 The. ii. 1, Gt. aflurtng:them that the great day would not happen ſpeedily. 
5. 8 Having compared ous Lon v's ſudden and unexpected appearance to the 


2 
* 


15. Tube xvii. 


coming of a thief in the night, ver. 2. he takes up the compartſon again, ver. 


4 
and purſues it to ver. 10. calling virtuous and good men the children of the day 
and of the light; and ignorant, idolatrous . and wicked perſons, children of the 
night, and of darkneſs. | | 64 18 

c 
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light; and the children. of light, and of the day; we have a clear 
the, We are not of knowledge of the TRVE Gon, and of 


Kere bre — — the wa to | peace and reconciliation with 
as do others ; but let us him, through our Logp Jesus CurIsT; 
7 watch on by 2 For and our conduct is ſuch as will bear the 

they that ſleep, fleep in 1; | a 4 | 
— and they that be 5 700 2 Pee the molt narrow 
drunken are drunken in the ICTUUNY and 1nipection, Were 
$ night. But Jet us who are And, as we enjoy greater, light and 
of the day, be ſober, put- knowledge, and profeſs our ſelves to be 
ting lovers of truth and holineſs ; let us not 


continue in that indolence and uncon- 


cern, that ſtate of thoughtleſineſs and: 


wickedneſs, into whicha degenerate world 
is ſupinely ſunk: (And, indeed, their 
behaviour is ſuch as is fit only for a ſtate 
of thick darkneſs and idolatry, ignorance, 
and the moſt amazing ſtupidi 

Bur, as we live in the light, whilſt 
they grope about in groſs darkneſs 
As we, I fay, have been called out of 
darknefs into the marvellous light and. 


meridian ſplendor of the Goſpel, injoying 
| the 


NOTES. 


The one were like 1/7e in Goſhen, whilſt the other reſembled Exypr in the 
three days thick darkneſs, 


This compariſon is frequently. touched upon. the boly ſcriptures (as well as 


in the Heathen poets) with the greateſt j $ and beauty. Wicked men are 
emed as ſculking about in the nigat, like beaſts of prey, or like bats and 
moles, whoſe eyes cannot bear the light, Job xxir. 13— 18. Fer. xlix. 10. 
Matt. viii. 12. So Hor. Ep. ad ©Ouint. I. 61,62. & alias. | 
On the other hand, good men fear not the light, as their deeds will bear eua- 
mination. This was the ſtate into which the converts from among the idojatrows 
Gentiles had happily, and more remarkably emerged, Luke ii. 324 Jobs xl. 
35, 36. Rom, Xull. 12, 13, 14. Eph. v. 7,8. and vi. 12. Col. i. 1213. 
8: > Thefe expreſſions are rarely uſed ot the. Fexwſb conuerts and though the 
AvosTLE fays, we, and us, yet he ſeems to mean the converts from among the 
idolatrous Gentiles ; but according to his foft manner of addreſs, he. joins him< 
— to make the exhortation go down the bettet, and- be the more re- 


r 
1˙ i The- 


* 
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the knowledge of the TRUE Gop, and thy on Ho breaſt- 2 of 
his true religion, and profeſſing better am and 10%, an an 
things; 552 5 by no | who Wc wp Ts, Oe 124 
like riot and debauchery with them; 
__ do ſuch things only as fear not the 
ight. 
To make uſe of a compariſon which is 
common and familiar to you of Macedo- 
Nig, —— Whilſt you are among enemies, 
and obliged to keep watch, and to be y 
on your guard, I would recommend for 
your breaſt-plate a thorough, rational, 
and well grounded faith in the doctrine 
of the Goſpel, and a fincere and hearty 
love to Gop and man; and, for your 
helmet (or head-piece) the animating and 
enlivening hopes of everlaſting PO: 
| Thus 


"NOTES. 


'i The allufion is here changed again, though it naturally grows out of what 
had been ſaid above: For, having called the time of CnRIST's coming to judg- 
ment by the name of THAT DAY, ver. 4. the image ſeems to have - or” up- 
on St, — mind; and (though he calls the wy ec Ie LIGHT, in 
compariſon of the darkneſs of 1HoLaTRry, yet) the brighteſt light in this world 
is but night and darkneſs, compared with the light of the everlaſting world, 
Rom. xiil. 12. 2 Pet. i. 19. 

And, having conſidered the Chriſtians at Theſſalonica as in the darkneſs of 
the night, and as ſurrounded with enemies, he recommends it to them to be 
upon their guard, clad in poſer armour z in deſcribing which, he alludes to 
the ancient cuſtom of ſoldiers ſtanding ſentinel in the ſeveral watches of the night, 
in armour, eſpecially with the helmet and breaſt-plate. | 

St. Paus. had indeed the 8kilful and happy addreſs of uſing figures and fimili- 
tudes that would be well underſtood, nay, be emphatical, in the country, and 
among the perſons, to whom he was writing. | | 

Thus, in his Epiſtle to the Romans, he compares virtue and vice to two ma- 
ſlers, that had each of them their ſlaves, and dwells for ſome time upon that 
cuſtom, which was ſo common among the Romans, in order to their apprehend- 
ing his meaning more clearly, Rom. vi. 16-——_. 

n writing to the Zaodiceans, he uſes the architect ſtile; Eph. ii. 20, 21, 22. 
as all Aſia had ſuch ſublime thoughts of the celebrated and magnificent temple 
of Diana; and, perhaps, as a copy of that Epiſtle was ſent at the ſame time to 


Kpheſus. "> 
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g tion. For Gop hath not Thus armed, 2 may ſafely keep 


appointed us to wrath ; but 
rin I Iih 9 watch, eaſily reſiſt all the aſſaults of the 


Lok D JESUS CAHRISIT; enemies of your ſouls, and bravely de- 
10 Who died for us, that whe- fend your ſelves, when any of your old 
ther 


acquaintance ſhall attack you, by tempt- 


ing you to your former idolatry, riot or 
debauchery. 


Thus armed, I fay, I would have you 
watch; for Gop hath not called you to 
this warfare to periſh in the combar, 
but to * obtain victory and ſalvation 
through ouR Logp Jzsus + CurIsT ; 
who graciouſly died for us in order to 
engage our love and obedience to him, 


and 
NOTES. 


In writing to the Hebrew Chriſtians, he compares Chriſtianity to almoſt the 
whole Moſasc oeconomy, and ſhows how much the Goſpe] enam, excels. 

So here in writing to the Theſſalonians, he ſpeaks the very language of that 
warlike people: And, as the Jefjer Aſia was ſo well acquainted with the like 
cuſtoms, he makes uſe of the ſame allufion, Eph. vi. ro——18, 

The duties of the Chriſtian tife are often lane wen to keeping watch in the 
night, either as a ſervant waiting for the coming home of his matter, or perſons 
waiting for the coming of the bridegroom ; which, according to the Eaſtern cu- 
ſtom, was often late in the night ; or (as here) like a ſoldier upon guard, 
watching leſt the enemy ſhould {urprize the camp or city, Matt. xxiv. 42—— 51. 
and xxv. 13. Eph. v. 8—20. and vi. 10——18. Luke xxv. 36. Rom. xiii. 
11——13. 1 Cor. xiii. 34. 1 Pet. iv. 7. and v. 8. 

Even holy and good perſons, the children of the light and of the day, have 
ſtill occaſion to be — to watchſulneſs and higher degrees of holineſs, Luke 


i. 34, 6. a n 5 
"= * 7 rimary defign of Gop in ſending nis Sox into this avoid was not 
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g. 


10. 


to condemn the world, but to fave it; he did not reveal the Goſpel, that men 


5 n with the greater W e and ſo be puniſhed the more; but the 
— LOVE, — the deſign was MERCY. And he hath n none to 
wrath but ſuch as wilfully and obſtinately refuſe to believe and obey the Gude, 
Wiſd. i. 12 16. Matt. x. 3), 38, 39. Rom. tx. 22. Epbeſ. ii. 3. 1 Te. 
ii. 16. 2 Theſſ. ii. 14. 2 Tim. ii. 20, 21. Heb. x. 38, 39. 

10. Tux ArosrLEs lay a great ſtreſs upon this, that CRI not only was 
incarnate, but died alſo, to ſave the penitent, believing, and obedient, and 
therefore he has a juſt claim to our love and obedience, Rom. v. 6———12. 
and xiv. 8, 9. 1 Cor. vi. 20. 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. 
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and that (whether we be » awake and ther we wake or ſleep, we 
alive at CHRISTH's coming to jud ſhould. ie togeriier with 
| 1 2 1 bn I him. Wherefore . comfort 1; 
or ſhould'die © before that time, and be .. ſelves togerher, and 
raiſed! again) we may be ſure to live edify one another, even as 
eternally with him, in that compleat alſo ye do. 
glory and tranſcendent felicity, which he 
hath purchaſed for us, | 
11. To wind vp therefore, and apply 
this part of my letter, I would repeat 
what I have ſaid above (chap. iv. 18.) 
and adviſe you, from the aſſured hope 
and firm expectation of ſuch glorious 
things, mutually to ® comfort and edif 
one another, upon the loſs of the deareft 
| and moſt valuable friends. And, indeed, 
ſuch arguments are ſo powerful and 
animating, that I would gladly hope 
you actually comfort one another with 
ſuch a glorious. proſpect. | | 
m John xiv. 1, 2, 3. Rom. xiv. 7, 8, 9. Phil. i. 20-23, 1 Cor, iii. 22, 24. 
n T was uſual with St. PAuL to repeat a word which he had uſed a little be- 
fore, though with ſome difference as to the ſenſe; fo Jeder , iũ, and 


ox, Y oiſſi, chap. ii. 4. and here xabeuSwper, which ne had uſed ver. 6, 7. of 
this chapter, rather than z»unlepey, which he had uſed, chap. iv. 13. | 

11. © He had uſed ob5xaadre-anatinss, comfort one another, chap: iv. 18. All 
that he had faid ſince concerning the time of -CnrisT's coming, and the neceſ- 
ſity of preparing for it, is to be look d upon as a parentheſis, or digreſſion, 
though an exceeding proper and uſeful one: And here by his ufing M 
d, Comfort one another, again, he ſhows that he is returning to where 
he left off, and winding up this part of his Zp#/tle. 


r FI ha 


— 


Chap. v. 12, 13. 
CONTENTS. 


FN a CnvrRc# that had been ſo lately planted, and that in 
1 the midſt of ſo much confuſion and oppoſition, tis no won- 
er that there ſhould be ſeveral diſorders, | 
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Among other chings they did not carry it with a proper defe- An:Chrili 


R to ſuch as prefided over them as @ church, in- 


12. 
Claud. 12, 


ſtructing, directing, and admoniſhing them; and particularly pw 


they ſeem to have refuſed a compliance with ſuch of their di- 
rections as concerned the regulating their publick worſhip. 


TE XI. PARAPHRASE. 
12 AND we beſcech you, AS I have ſaid enough to comfort you 


brethren, to know | 
them which labour anicng that mourn for the dead, and to ex- 


ou in Cite all of you to prepare for the judg- 
you, and are over y 0 peter a ly ans; Pa judg 
I would proceed to other directions, 
no leſs ſuitable to the ſtate of things 

among you. | 
And the particular, about which I 
would next adviſe you, is, to pay a 
deference to, and generouſly ſupport, 
ſuch as labour among you in word and 
doctrine, who reprove, direct, comfort 
and admoniſh you, as they ſee occa- 
This I beg of you, my brethren, be- 
_ cauſe they are * fet over you by divine 
appoint- 

NOTES. 


1%. © 'Eidwar, to acknuoededge, i. e. with all proper deference and regard, 
Gal. vi. 10. Phil. ii. 29, —_ Tim. v. 17, 18. Heb. xiii. 1). 

4 Tes xoniavies & dhe, x, Migaα⁰eνν u⁰ o wvelp, Y vue e vuas, theme 
eohich labour among you, and are over you in the Lox d, and admoniſh you ;] 
theſe three __—_— 1 would refer to the ſame perſons, as deſcribing the dif- 
ferent parts of their work. Who the perſons were, or what was their character 
and office, is the next inquiry. | 

The feminine ſubſtantive axxrd71;, Rom. xvi. 2. ſeems to refer to that uſeful 
work of receiving rangers into their houſes, and entertaining them that travel- 
led {> much to ſpread the everlaſting Goſpel : Vid. Bes. & Locke in loc. And 
 wegicuu ©, Rom. xu. 8. does bably refer to the ſame thing, as it ſtands 
between the two expreſſions, of giving liberally, and ſbewing mercy with chear- 
fulueſs. Vid. Vitring. de Vet. nag. p. 500-————505. 

What an help and aſſiſtance this was to the ſpreading of Chriſſianity in coun- 
tries where there were no inns, nor public houſes for the entertainment of tra- 
vellers, is evident ; and what a the ArosTLEs laid upon fo uſeful a ſer- 
vice, ſee Acts xxi. 16, Rom. xii. 8. and xvi. 2; 23. 1 Cor. ix. 5, 1 Lim. 
v. 10. Philem. ver. 7. Heb. xiii. , * 3 John ver. —8. 5 
2 2 - 
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appointment ; not as civil magiſtrates, the Log, and admoniſh 
but as you are a Chriſtian church : Take Jou; And to eſteem them 13 


heed therefore how you deſpiſe them, W * 


or the proper admonitions they at any 


time give you: For 'tis your duty to love 
and honour them, not only as Chriſtian 
brethren, but over and above for the 


ſake of that work in which they are 
_ Ingaged, 


NOTES. 


But as the word ag9is«,v is of it ſelf of a large fignification, and may be 
apply'd to perſons that are ſet over any work or bufineſs (1 Tim. iii. 4, 5; 12.) 
I am apt to think tis not here uſed in the ſame ſenſe. 

I would therefore propoſe the following, as what appears to me the moſt pro- 
bable interpretation of the word in this P ace. 

Twas the common cuftom for St. Pavr (and, perhaps of the other Apo- 
8TLES) to plant à church, and to impart ſome ome gifts and miraculous 

wers unto them, and then to leave them for ſome time, without ordaining 
ſhops or Deacons among them, Acts ix. 32. and xiv. 1; 21; 23. 1 Tim. 
v. 22. Tit. i. 5, & paſſim. 

How long they remained ſo, was according to their ſeveral circumſtances. 
But, whenever things were found to be in a r ſtate, then the ArosrLR 
either went himſelf, or ſent ſome of the 5 that were his uſual atten- 
dants, to ordain EL DERS in every city, and to form churches, probably pretty 
much 3 to the model of the er [I nagogue. But, we may reaſon- 
ably preſume that they did not leave them at firſt, without ſome order and regu- 
larity. In this firſt ſtate do I ſuppoſe the church at Theſſalonica to have been, 
when this Epiſtle was wrote. 

"Tis evident from the Hiſtory, and Epiſtle, that this church had been lately 
planted, that St. Pavr's ſtay there was but ſhort, that the confuſion raiſed by 
the unbelieving Jews was not a little, that there were ſeveral irregularities as yet 
among the Chriſtians there, and that their progreſs in Chriſtianity was but ſmall. 

And, as there is no hint in the Acrs or THE ArosTLEs, or in theſe 770 
Epiſt les to the Theſſalonians, of their having any Hiſbops, Elders, or Deacons, 
as yet ordain'd among them; we may not conjecture amiſs, perhaps, if we take 
the (axyirauu ow xveip) perſons that were over them in the Lok p, to agntfy 
ſuch as were indowed with the moſt eminent fpiritual gifts, or, perhaps, wit 
ſome particular gift that qualified them for preſiding in ſuch raw and unformed 
aflemblies, and inabled them to direct the Chriſtiaus in the moſt decent and ad- 
vantagious uſe of their ſpiritual gifts. 

That ſeveral in his cl urch had ſpiritual gifts has been obſerved, note (v) 
chap. 1. 5. that in churches where ſuch gifts abounded, every one was forward to 
exerciſe his own gift, ſo as to hinder others, and breed confuſion in the public aſ- 


ſemblies.; ſee 1 Cor. xiv, 26— 33. That ſome preſided, appears probable, ver. 
323 37 5 $0. And 
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their works ſake. And ingaged, which expoſes them the fore- 


molt to all dangers and perſecutions, 
which is ſo honourable in it ſelf, and fo 
highly advantagious and: beneficial to 
you. Enter not into any combinations 
againſt them, or wranglings and quar- 

rels 


NOTES. 


And Vitringa (de Vet. ſynag. p. 729, 128.) informs us that the u had 
ſuch pn 1. in their /y#4agogues. St. Pavr therefore had no occaſion to be 
more particular in his deſcription, as he himſelf (or the ſpirit by him) had, 

rhaps, appointed the perſons, and this work of theirs, and as the /ynagogue at 

HESSALONICA. very likely afforded them a pattern in this particular. Such as 
preſided could * ſe proper expedients upon any difficult emergencies ; and 
therefore the ofalonian. were to ſubmit to them with a proper deference. 

Tux ArosTLES THEMSELVES ſeem to have preſided, where-ever. they were 
in perſon, and as they had the cleareſt and moſt inlarged view of the intereſtof the 
whole Chriſtian church, they could eaſily propoſe the moſt proper expedients, 
and were K ſubmitted to, with great ä Acts vi. Missckr. 8. 
EM. 1. p. 67; 8a, 83. | 

If 0 they had no fixed church officers, as S iſpops, Elders, or Deacons, or- 
dained among them; but only ſuch ſpiritual perſons to preſide, who ſometimes 
alſo taught them themſelves (to whom ſubmiſſion and deference was due for the ſake 
of their work, and thoſe ſuperior ſpiritual gifts, which Gop had granted them) 
it affords us a clear account why St. Paul wrote to the Theſſalonians in 
general, and took no particular notice of their Siſpops and Deacons: 

He had indeed been at 72 two or three times beſore he wrote to them, 
and had ordain'd Biſhops and Deacons among them; and accordingly he takes 

ticular notice of them, Phil. i. 1. 

But I do not remember that any other of the churches to which he wrote, ap- 
pear to have had Biſhops and Deacons then fixed among them. Accordingly in 


theſe 720 Epiſtles to the Theſſalonians, he charges the bret hren (i. e. the Chri- 


ſtians in general) to warn rhe unruly, to comfort the feeble- minded, and to ſup- 
rt the Tweak, ver. 14. and (2 Te. iii. 6:) to withdraw themſelves from eve- 
ry brother that walked diſorderly, and not 1 to the ArosTLE s directi- 
ons, ver. 14, 15. to ſhow their diſlike of his conduct hy their carriage towards 
him, but yet to admoniſh him, which the (aggire4u) perſons that were over 
them, were alſo to do. | T | . 
As to other churches, ſee Rom. xii. 1; 6. 1 Cor. v. 7. and xii. 1, Cc. and 
xiv. 20; 26, Cc. Gal. vi. 1. 3 John ver. 9. 1 
St. Paul. ſtaid about three years at Epheſus, and yet left Timothy to ordain 
Biſhops and Deacons there; and, perhaps the Elders that met him at Miletus, 
were ſuch as Timothy had ſeparated to that work. And 'tis no wonder that he 
takes no notice of them in what we commonly call is Epiſtle to the Epheſians, 


if that be really bis Epiſile to the Laodiceans, 
2 Tat 
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rels with them, but ſubmit to their juſt be at peace among your 
directions, eſpecially ſuch as tend to re- elves. 

gulate your publick worſhip with ordet 

and decency; and- ftrive © mutually to 

preſerve love and unity, peace and charity. 


| NOTES. 
Tun Roman cnvacn had been lately planted when St. Pa ut wrote to 


them, and there had then been no AeosTLE there. 
The Laodicenn and Coloffian churches were much in the ſame condition; and 
fo were the Corinthian, Galatian, and Theſſalonian churches. 

But that there were afterwards both Biſhops and Deacons at Rome and at Co- 
rinth, we have abundant teſtimony from the ancients, and particularly from 
Clemens Romanus, St. PavurL's companion, who was himſelf Ziſhop of Rome, 
and who wrote an excellent Epiſtle to the church at Corinth (which Ide is 
ſtill extant) to quell a ſedition of the Corinthian church againſt their EJders, or 
Presbyrers.. . | | 

Some of the 'ArosrL.£6, or primitive Elders, did probably preſide over the 
church of tire Hebrews at Jeruſalem; ſo the i Heb. xili. 7 ; 17. ought, 
perhaps, to be underſtood. 

In other places they ſeem commonly to have been the firſt fruits of their mini- 
ſry, that preſided, who alſo had the choiceſt ſpiritual gifts; & dg nyuuis & gelt 

is, Acts xv. a. and 1 Cor. xvi. 15, 16. | 
_ Ey $av]ots, among your ſelves.] Many of Dr. Mill's ancient MSS. and 
verhons read dee, with them; as H the ArosrEz had been afraid of their 
arrelling with ſuch as preſided, and had charged them to carry it in a peace- 
able manner towards them. But if our reading be retained, the ſenſe will be 
much the ſame, if their ſubmiſſion and deference (aeirauiruc) ro ſuch as were 
over them be looked upon as what the ArosTLE recommended, in order to pre- 


ſerve peace among themſelves, eſpecially as to the exerciſe of their ſpiritual gifts 
in the — 9 Brag Cor. 2 32. : f e 
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8 KO T. IX. 
Chap. v. 14— to the end. 
CONTENTS. 


"HE following ſentences contain practical directions, ſome 

of them ſuited only to a church, where many of them had 
extraordinary /þiritual gifts, tho' other of the directions are ſuited 
to all Chriſtians, 
TEXT, 
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14 N OW we exhort you, 
brethren, warn them 

that are unruly, comfort the 
feeble-minded, ſupport the 
weak, be patient toward all 
15 men. See that none render 
evil for evil unto any man: 
but ever follow that which 
1s good, both among your 
16 ſelves, and toall men. Re- 
joice 
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＋ canNcruns, I would alſo recom- 14. 
mend the following directions to 

Jour confideration, and expect you ſhould 
behave accordingly. WS 

I beſeech you, my dear Chriſtian © bre- 
thren, admoniſh the * idle and diſorder- 
ly perſons that are among you, and re- 
prove them for their unbecoming; con- 
duct. Comfort ſuch as are of timorous, 
dejected ſpirits ; * ſtrengthen and ſupport 
ſuch as you obſerve to be weak, and car- 
Ty” it with as. much patience and lenity 
towards every one, as the caſe will bear, 
whatever his temper, behaviour, or clr- 
cumſtances may be. as 

Be ſo far from doing any injury to 
others, that if others ſhould do you any 
injury, you ought by no means to re- 
venge your ſelves ; but rather. do them a 
kindneſs in return, and be ever cultiva- 
ting the amiable goodneſs. of the Chri- 
ftian temper and conduct in your beha- 
viour towards one another, and towards 
all mankind. | 

Whatever your trials and afflictions 
may be, endeavour always to TEN 
| t 


Is. 


16, 


NOTES. 


14. See note (o) chap. i. 4. and note (*) chap. ii. 17. 
See above, chap. iv. 11, 12. 2 The iii. 6——14. 2 
„Ila. lvii. 15, 16. Rom. xiv, 1. and xv, I; 14. 2 Cor. ii. 7. Col. iii. 14217. 


See Locke on Gal. vi. 1, 2. 


1 


* Iſa. xxxv. 3, 4+ 1 Cor. vüi. 7, Cc. Heb. xii. 12. 


Y x Cor. xili. 4. 


15. * Lev. xix. 18. Prov. xvii. 13. and xx. 22. and xxiv. 29. Mark. v. 
3848. Rom. xii. 1) f. I Cor. vi. 7. and xiii 4. Gal. vi. 10, = Thel, 
li. 12. Heb. xii. 14. 1 Per. iii. 9. * N 

16. Kaigeſe & xveiw, rejoice in the Logo, (i. e. in virtue and piety) accordin 
to Borner, Gr. Lat. Vid. Mill. Job i. 21. Matt. v. 11, 12. and xv. 36. and: 


xxvi. 27. Rom. v. 3. and viii. 32. and x11. 12. 2 


Cor. vi. 10. Eph. v. 20. Phil, 
F Hs, 18. 
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that chearfulneſs of ſpirit, which natu- joice evermore. Pray with- xy 


52. 


17. 


18. 


rally flows from a good conſcience, and ont ceafing. In every thing 18 


from a ſenſe of the divine favour : For 8 _ * 1 1 


this greatly tends to recommend religion 


to the world; and tis what Gop expects 
of you, ſince your converſion to Chriſti- 
anity; nor ſhould the death of your 


deareſt and moſt valuable friends too 
much weaken or interrupt this agreeable 


> Offer up a morning and evening ſa- 
crifice of prayer and praiſe, every day ; 
obſerve the ſtated ſeaſons for public wor- 
ſhip; be frequently ſending up pious 


habit, chap. iv. 13, &c. 


breathings and holy ejaculations ; con- 


tinue inſtant in prayer, © though you do 
not receive an anſwer immediately; 
but, above all things, endeavour always 
to * maintain an habitual frame of ſpirit 
ſuited to the performance of this duty, 
as the moſt animating principle to an 
* holy life and converſation, and the beſt 
ſupport * under all the trials and afflicti- 


ons of this mortal life. 


Be thankful for whatever Gop ap- 
points, as a thing highly acceptable unto 
Gop, and what he looks for at the hands 


of CHRISTIANS, who are ſo well aſſured 
that 


NOTES. 


ii. 18. and iii. 1. and iv. 4,'5. Col. iii. 15; 17. Heb. x. 34. James i. 2, 3. 1 Pet. 
iv. 13. 1 John iii. 1, 2, 3. 

17. > Exod. xxix. 38, 39. 2 Chron. ii. 4. and xiii. 11. 1 Maccab. xii. 11. 

© Pal. xxxvii. 4, 5. Luke xviii. 1, Sc. Rom. xii. 12. Eph. vi. 18. Col. iv. 2. 

. 

* 1 Tim. iv. 4, 5. 

f Luke xxi. 36. x 
Fer. 15 23. How prudent and pious, how amiable, devout and cha- 
ritable is the true Chriſtian Fart RN | 


19. 5 Rom 
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will of Gop in Canter that he will finally make all things con- 
WE 1 concerning gen. duce to the good of ſuch as love him. 
Quency not the Þit-  « QUeNCH NoT ſpiritual gifts in others 19. 
by hindring them from the exerciſe of 
| them in the ſolemn aſſembly. Nor 
quench them in your ſelves by * pride, 
i zdleneſs,, * abſenting from the ſolemn | 
aſſembly, or the diſorderly * exerciſe of + 4 
them there; much leſs by wickedneſs, 1 
or * apoſtaſy from the Chriſtian religion. 
No, rather * ſtir up the gifts that were 
given you by the laying on of my hands; 
allow others in their turns to exerciſe 
their gifts: And, by reading, medita- 
tion, prayer and praife, by frequenting 
the dolkmn aſſembly, and ſuch an uſe of 
your ſpiritual gifts there, as may turn 
moſt to the edification of others, toge- 
ther with a ſteady perſeverance in faith 
and charity, and an holy, Chriſtian con- 
verſation By theſe means ſtir up 
and 


NOTES. 


19. 5 Rom. xii. 36. 1 Cor. xiv. 26. 

t Rom. xii. 3. I Cor. xii. 4 123 29, 30, 38+ 

i Nom. xii. 6, 7, 8. 1 Tim. iv. 13, 14. 

* Heb. x. 24, 25. | 

3 x Cor. xiv. particularly ver. 26——32, 

m PFph. iv. 30, 31, 32. | 

* Heb. vi. 28. | 

® Tim. iv. 12 16. 2 Tim. i. 6, 7. 

When John the Bapriſt came as ous Lon p's fore - rurmer, he only 
with water; but declared that the MxssrAH was approaching, who would: bap- 
tize with the Holy Ghoft, and with fire. „ „ e 

Accordingly, the Holy Ghoſt deſcended upon ous Lon n himſelf immedi 
after his haptiſin, probably attended with a glory, or with the likeneſs of à 


flame of fire. And not only fo, but the ArosrLEs alſo, and their company, on 


the memorable day of PENTEcosr, had the Holy Ghoſt poured dom from Hea- 
ven upon them, accompanied with 4 glory, like cloven tongues, or pointed 
flames of fire. In like manner twas moſt probably poured down upon dhe firſt 
fruits of the Centile converts. - 10 0 472 16 85 to; _ 
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converts, but very much to in 
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and improve your ſpiritual gifts, until Deſpiſe not propheſyings. 20 
that holy religion, which they atteſt, | 9 
purify your own hearts and lives, and 
blaze ſo bright as to give light to all a- 
round you. | | 
Lou may be apt, perhaps, to ſet the 
greateſt value upon the gift of. tongues, 
or upon fome other inferior and leſs uſe- 
ful ſpiritual gifts; and, out of vanity 
and oſtentation, to exerciſe hem moſt in 
the church : Bur of all the ſpiritual gifts 
which Gop has diſtributed among you, 
? be ſure not to: deſpiſe PROPHESYING, 
i. e. @ ſpeaking by immediate inſpiration, 
what may be either for edification, or ex- 
hortation, or comfort, 1 Cor. xiv. 3. Let 
that be exerciſed moſt in your aſſemblies, 
for it tends not only to wy in new 


rut and 
we 
NOTES: 
F In allufion to this primary manner of Gop's conferring the Spirit, St. Pavr, here 
charges the 7 hefſalonians, wh oC] 7% mri0pe, quench not the ſpirit, put not 
„ 
the other hand he charges Timothy dvelorvecr, to blow up this fire. 

Not that I ſuppoſe either the T heſſulonians, or Tor by, 'to have — their 
ſpiritual gifts, accompanied with this external ſymbol ; but St. Paul might re- 
fer thereto, though the ArosTLEs communicated the Spirit to them and others 
in a manner leſs honourable, as well as in inferior degrees. As to what things 
tended to quench, and what to blow up that ſacred flame; ſee the 1 99 

20, By PROeLHESYING here, we are not to underſtand: barely a foretelling 
future events, but a preaching by immediate inſpiration, i. e. ſpeaking what 
tended to inſtruct or eſtabliſh, convert or confirm, reprove or comfort mankind, 
in matters relating either to faith or practice. This is evidently St. Pavr's ſenſe 


of the word, 1 Cor. xiv. 3, 4. 


If we had had only this one of all St. Pavr.'s Ey Af 


iſtles, we ſhould not od 
have been able to underſtand the reaſon aud defign of this ſhort dir Qicrs 


though the Theſſalonians might eafily underſtand it, from their thorough know- 
ledge of the ſtate of / heiy — church. ; 6 
1 


eſtabliſh the Chriſtians. And, 


But 
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21 Prove all things: hold : 
| falt propbett among you, examine all pro- 

; pheſyings (or doctrines) by the teſt of 

reaſon, by your skill in the Chrofian 
doctrine, and by their agreeableneſs to 
former well atteſted, divine revela- 
tions, | 


Fr 
But in writing to other churches, that probably were more guilty of the ſame 
fault, he has opened his mind more fully. He is thought to have referred to 
their contentions about the exerciſe of ſpiritual gifts in the church at Philippi, 
Phil. ii. 2 14. See Locke's note on Rom. xn. 6. 
But he does evidently refer to ſuch contentions, Rom. xii. 3-— 6.” and n 
more evidently, 1 Cor. xii, xi, and xiv chap. where he treats of this ſubject at 
large, ſhowing them that propheſping was the moſt valuable of all the ſpiritual 
gifts that were among them, as condueing moſt to benefit and edification 3 upon 
which he takes occafion to reprove them 15 deſpiſing it as leſs oſtentatious, and 
for — greater value upon ſpeaking ſtrange languages, and the other more 
ſhowy gifts, and ſtriving to exerciſe them moſt in the church. | 
21. * Though they were not to deſpiſe Propheſyings, yet they were not to 
ſwallow every thing that might be called fo ; but to prove, or examine all 
things that went under that name : Nor'were they to ſtop there, but (when 
they had (operated them, or could diſtinguiſh between them) they were to re- 
jeck the evil, and hold faſt the good, A 
| Theſe three verſes ought to have been joined together, and then the con- 


nexion would have been more evident. 
This direction was given, not only to ſuch as one among them, but, unto 
all the Chriſtians at I heſſalonica in general, 1 5 1 iv. f. . 

And, though we now a-days have no propheſying, or ſpeaking by immediate 
inſpiration ; yet as we find feveral that are pretended to be revelations from 
Gop, 'tis the duty of every particular perſon to examine, as far as he hath abili- 


ty and opportunity. | 
And upon a careful ſearch and examination, joined with the practice of virtue, 
and frequent, fervent prayer, he may diſtinguiſh the good from the evil, and 
ought to adhere to the former only. p aan 
hat Gop is able to diſcover his mind and will to us as well as man, ſeems 
highly reaſonable; and that he ſhould do ſo, when men are in ſuch'circumſtan- 
ces as that ſo univerſal a reformation could not be expected any other way, is ve- 
ry agrecable to our notions of the divine wiſdom and goodneſs: Upon ſuch ac- 
counts we enquire after a revelation. And, whatever carries the plaineſt traces 
of reaſon and virtue in it, whatever appears upon ſearch to be moſt worthy of 
Gop, and moſt exactly ſuited to the ſtate of man; that, of all that are e 
to us as divine revelations, ought to be embraced; upon ſucli accounts we reje 
the Alcoran, and receive the Bible : _ though miracles may be worked to 
2 rouſe 


| WY 
As there may poſſibly riſe up falſe 21. 


4 
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And, when you have ſeparated the faſt that which is good. 
true from the falſe, hold faſt that which Abſtain from all appear- 2, 


22. is true and good; but rcheck every ching Gor, of peice fande 10. 
that is falſe and wicked; oven denying wholly : and 7 pray God, 
your ſelves of what is lawful, if it be your whole ſpirit and ſoul 
not alſo expedient. 1 | | and 
23. And may the Gop or PEACE himſelf, 
the author of all that is good, make you 
thoroughly virtuous and pure! And may 
your * ſouls and bodies, and all the pow-._ 
ers and faculties of both WA 
| 4 | | I- 


NOTES. 


rouſe the attention of mankind, and make them inquire into any doQtine ; yet 
they cannot prove fal hood to be true, even ſuppoſe Gop ſhould permit them 
to be worked upon ſuch an occaſion, which I am apt to think he will ſcarce do; 
but miracles may make truth ſtrike deeper, and be more regarded. 

As we have both a 9 and revelation to try doctrines by, we have no need 
of infallible, Bring. go! es, and judges : For (though teaching be highly proper, 
and will ever be ſo tor the bulk of mankind) reaſon and ſcripture are ſutfictent 
for every man ta try doctrines by, if he will but make uſe of that liberty of pri- 
vate judgment, which the ſcriptures of the New Teſtament do abundantly 

- for him, Phil. i. 9, 10. | 

What glorious-freedom. of thought does the ArostrER here recommend ! and 
how contemptible in his account was a blind, implicit faith ! May all CHriſti- 
aus allow ſuch freedom to one another, and to all mankind, 4 F ſtand faſt 
themſelves in that liberty wherewith Cng18T has made them free! Acts xvii.ir. 

22. 1 Cor. viii. 10. and xvi. 8 Phil. iv. 8. 1 The. iv. 12. 
23+ He here calls him the GO of peace, becauſe, ver. 12, 13, 14, 15. he 
had been exhorting to PEACE, Rom. xv. 33. and xvi. 20. 1 Cor. xiv. 33. Phil. 
: iv. 7j 9. Upon the fame account he calls him the Gop of love and peace, 
| 2.Cor. xiii. 11. and there, as well as here, purſues the fame: thought by recom- 
mending the holy kiſs of charity. = 3 | 

So Rom. xv. 4, 5. having mentioned patience and conſolation, he in the next 
verſe calls him the Gop ot patience and conſolation ; and Rom. xv. 12. havi 
mentioned truſt, or hope in Gop, he, ver. 13. calls him the Gop of hope. As. 
to the prayer it ſelf, ſee 1 The,. iii. 13. | 

© *OabxAng vu, 78 Tvivue, x M, g 73 cape, your whole, ſpirit, and 
foul,” and. body.] As this. was the doctrine of the Pyrhagoreans, Platoniſts, 
and. Stoicks; tis likely _—_ that tac Theſſalonians were uſed to divide the 
man into./Þsr5z, and ſoul, and body, taking the vx for the ſenſual foul, or the 
lower faculties, and the 7140s for the rational ſoul, or the ſuperior faculties; 
and theſe two they uſed to ſpeak of as two diſtinct ſouls, or rather as a rx bg 

pirit. 
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Cds 
Claud. 13. 
We 


and body be preſerved habituated to holineſs and virtue, that ye 


blameleſs unto the coming may all be found blameleſs and without 

24 Cn 15%. Faithful 4 be any ain, before che Loꝶp Jesvs CantsT, 
that calleth you, who alſo your great Judge, at his coming! 

25 will do it. thren, pray And, if you perſevere in the profeſ- 

26 for us. Greet all the bre- 


„ fon, faith and practice of Chriſtianity, 
9 * THAT MERCIFUL Gop (who has called 


24. 


you out of your ſtate of ignorance, ido- ' 


try and wickedneſs, into the marvel- 
lous light and purity of the Gel) is fo 
faithful and ſteady as to his promiſes and 
deſigns of mercy, as that you may de- 
pend upon it, he will ſo ſanctify, and fo 
accept at the laſt day. 

In midſt of all your afflictions, 
with all your Goſpel privileges, and un- 
der all your glorious hopes and proſpects, 
We deſire, brethren, that * you 


25. 


would be mindful of us in your prayers, 


that we may, notwithſtanding all oppo- 


ſition, ſpread the Goſpe! with ſucceſs, 


and ſo behave as that we alſo may find 
mercy of God in that day. 

In our name we deſite that you that 
receive this letter, would ſalute all the 


26. . 


Cbriſtians, in, or about, your city, with 


the holy kiſs of charity. 
< oF And, 
NOTES 


Hirit. To me they ſeem to be, ſtrictly ſpeaking, only the different facultics and 
wers of one and the ſame ſoul. Bur St. 
ral docs) uſed to ſpeak in a popular manner, and did not go to ſet them right 


PAuL (as the holy ſcripture in gene- 


in philoſophy; he intended only to teach them religion, and here, in a phraſe to 


which they were uſed, heartily. prays that they might be thoroughly ſanctified, 
of how many conſtituent parts ſoever they conſiſted. 


24. Not that Gop would do this for them without their care and watchful-- 


neſs, diligence and perſeverance in well doing. See Chap. tw. 5. 1 Cor. i. 8, 
9, 10. and x. 12, 13. 2 T hefſ. iii. 3, 4. 1 Pet. i. 14, 15, 16. 
25. * See note on Phileni. ver. 22. Col. iv. 3. 2 The. iii. 1. 
26. Y Rom. xvi. IG, 1 Cor. xvi. 20 2 Cor. Xxili. 12. 1 Pet. V. 14. : 
| 27. This 
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23. 


And, I adjure you by the Loxp J=- I charge you by the Logo, 2) 
sus CHRIST, and as you would meet hat this epiſtle be read un- 


-HR1 . Acer to. all th 
me with comfort before his awful tribu- The — 2 N 18 


nal at that great day, 2 not to conceal Jzsvs Canis þe with you. 
this Epiſtle; but take a particular care Amen. a opri>. 


» . . AER 2 
that it be read in the hearing of all the 1 . 
Chriſtians, in, or about 7. — | FX phe Ny 

May the favour of our Lorp Ixsus Td 


CuRISsT, and all the bleſſings that flow 
from his love, be granted abundantly 
unto every one of you. AMEN. 


"N O.THES8. 


2). This was in the nature of a ſolemn oath, which the ArosTLE upon oc- 
caſion uſed himſelf, and by which he here obliges the Theſſalonians; and ma- 
ny other perſons are in the ſeri ptures, with approbation, recorded to have done 
ſo too, Poſh. vi. 26. 1 Sam. xiv. 24. Matt. xxvi. 63, 64. Sce note () chap. i. 3. 

St. Paul. was not for having the ſcriptures lock'd up from the common 

le, nor did he recommend it to them firſt to read @ ſyſtem of divinity drawn up 

y uninſpired and fallible men, 3 with this text, Col. iv. 16. 
Ho eaſy was it for the primitive Chriſtians to diſtinguiſh St. Pa ur's genuine 
Epiſtles from any 9 ones, when he ſent them to the ſeveral churches by 
approved perſons, and commonly by ſome of his own companions and attendants ; 
when he ordered them to be read publickly upon the receipt of them, and took 
care to affix his name, wrote in ſome peculiar, diſtinguiſhing manner, or with 
ſome very particular mark annexed to it. See note () on Philem. ver. 19. and 
Appendix, p. 34, verſus finem. | | 

And if the fact was once aſcertain'd, how eaſy was it to tranſmit it to poſterity ! 

I had once thought that ſome of the 1 rſons were to receive his 
letter, and therefore the ArosTLE adjured them ſo folemnly to read it, even tho 
it might touch themſelves, and cloſely reprove their own unbecoming conduct. 

But upon further conſideration, I conjecture that the (Teird wor) perſons that 
preſided were to receive his letter, and as it appears, ver. 12, 13. that a ſuffici- 
ent deference was not paid them, they might be afraid of venturing upon reading 
it publickly. St. Pavr therefore interpoſes with his authority, and adjures them 
by a ſolemn oath to doit ; and then they were obliged to obey, whatever any per- 
ſons might think, or ſay, concerning their conduct in this matter. 

28. Nom. xvi. 203 24. 1 Cor. xv1.23, 24. 2 Cor. xiii. 13. Gal. vi. 18. Fph. 
vi. 23, 24. Phil iv. 23. 2 Theff, iii. 18. 1 Tim. vi. 21. 2 Tim. iv. 22. Tit. 
iii. 15. Philem. ver. 25. Heb. Xiii. 25. Rev. xxii. 21. | 5 

Perhaps this was the form of bleſſing deſigned for the Chriſtian church, in allu- 
Gon to that under the Jaw, Numb. vi. 22——26. & . or 
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